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FOREWARD 


Some think that the promise of a new car, or of a new activity, .... or even 
the promises of blessings from God will bring joy. Or at least the confidence that 
joy will be yours when the promise is a reality and the new car sits in your 
driveway, or the new activity is being enjoyed, or the miracle of God has been 
received. According to this picture, joy comes from the abundance of things, even 
good things. This illusion is widely held in spite of years of experience that tells us 
that the joy of something new, is really just an appetizer that demands another 
thing. The Bible is full of examples of this. Imagine the joy of crossing the Red 
Sea, and the amazement of all Bible students as we see that just a few short miles 
later, they had lost all joy as they faced the next giant. Fleeting joy. Things bring 
a fleeting joy. 


But our creator designed us to have joy, and he revealed that the pathway to 
joy is defined by the commands of God. Here is how the Bible says we get joy. 


The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. 

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 

The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. 

The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 

They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
Psalms 19:7-11 


“the precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart’. You receive 
joy as you embrace the rules that are imposed on you by God, our God who loves 
us deeply. The rulebook is the source of joy. Who would come to that conclusion 
on his own, yet the fact that the wisdom of this world says no, is probably a good 
clue that this concept has merit. 


The way to receive this joy is also described for us... we are to delight in 
these principles; principles that make life work. For that person “... is like a tree 
planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does 
not wither. Whatever he does prospers”. (Psalms 1:3) That person has fullness to 
their life. They have a level of success that defies their talent level, defies their 
economic situation, and defies their personal health. All because God comes into 
the life of the one who embraces the statutes of God and rewards that life. The 
statutes of God are the principles that make life work. Embracing them is the key 
to having joy in our life. 


This book brings us back to these basics... the commands of God, the 
pathway to victorious Christian living. 
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HOW TO USE THIS DISCIPLESHIP BOOK 


This book is specially written so it can be used for both personal and group 
study. 


Each chapter is one principle that, when used with the others, makes life 
work. The first page of the chapter is a selection of God’s commands on the given 
principle. They are a representative selection, for there are many more expressions 
of these commands in the Bible, and many other passages which teach about the 
principle. 


The second page of the chapter is a set of discussion questions relating to the 
principle. These will stimulate your thinking and help you understand both the 
principle and its application. This page also has some blessings that God gives as 
we embrace this principle. 


The third and fourth pages of each chapter give the context of each 
command. To fully appreciate the significance of the command, one needs to 
understand the setting, which prompted it to be given 


IT IS A GOOD DEVOTIONAL OR STUDY GUIDE 


The way that the book is written, makes it a useful tool for personal 
devotions. The discussion questions in each chapter will stimulate your personal 
meditation and understanding of the statute. 


A good approach for your personal devotions is to go through one topic a 
week. Start by reading the scriptures and then begin to meditate on one set of 
questions. Let that be your focus for the day. And as you meditate upon it, don’t 
neglect to apply the principle. Next day, you should read the statutes again, and 
focus on the next set of questions. Do this for the week. Next week, go on to the 
next chapter. 


Simply reading and rereading the statutes will bring a peace as you begin to 
realize the wisdom of our God. In addition, rereading them will help you 
remember these principles that make life successful. You will be amazed at how 
your understanding improves, how joy comes into your life, and how great wisdom 
crowns your efforts. 


The book is also valuable for small group studies. The sets of questions 
make preparation simple, but at the same time they will ensure that the topic is 
fully explored. The discussion will be stimulating and challenging as you 
discover that God has commands for most of the ways we respond to life’s 
challenges. 


THIS BOOK IS A DISCIPLESHIP MANUAL 


A third use of the book is as a discipleship manual. Use it as the resource to 
teach new converts. You will be showing them the principles that make life work. 
These principles will not only be the grounding they need, but they will experience 
the wonder of the wisdom of God. Through these commands they will experience 
God, which is probably the most important discipleship lesson you can help them 
to have. You will be teaching them to obey the commands, which is exactly what 
Jesus commissioned us to do. 


The maker’s plan for discipleship is given to us in the great commission 


Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and_teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age." Matthew 28: 19-20 


This famous passage has two main parts. The first is to make disciples 
including baptizing them in the name of the Father of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. The second part, and the part that is most often forgotten, or attempted in 
different ways, is “teaching them to obey everything”. Making disciples is not 
something that Jesus left to our imagination; it is a well-defined curriculum, ... 
teach them to obey all that he commanded. Discipleship simply builds on the 
promise that as we meditate on these statutes, that ... well let’s let the Bible 
describe the benefits. 


Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. 
Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

for they are ever with me. 
I have more insight than all my teachers, 


for I meditate on your statutes. 
I have more understanding than the elders, 

for I obey your precepts. 
I have kept my feet from every evil path 

so that I might obey your word. 
I have not departed from your laws, 

for you yourself have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
I gain understanding from your precepts; 

therefore I hate every wrong path. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

Psalms 119:97-105 


The statutes, commands, precepts ... all are just different terms for these 
principles that make life work. These principles make you wiser than your 
enemies, give you more understanding than the elders, and they are sweet to the 
taste, even sweeter than honey! Imagine telling people that a rulebook will become 
sweeter than honey. The commands are sweeter, because life works as we operate 
by the statutes of God. And joy comes into the heart! 


This book directs us to the source of joy, the source of real living; the 
commands of God. Here is how God told this principle to Joshua: 


Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 
successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

Joshua 1:7-8 


The pattern has been around for a long time. This discipleship guide brings 
it back to our attention. Welcome to your great journey to the heart of God 


Each chapter is a four page overview of a teaching of the Bible. Each is a 
principle that makes life work and enables you to live victoriously. They are the 
statutes of God and together they define the Christian culture. 


THE CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS 


Each set of commands has a section dealing with the context of the 
commands. 


The importance of the command is emphasized by seeing the context that 
prompted it to be given. It is the same as when a parent gives an instruction to a 
child. Consider a family that is out with other people. In that setting, they may 
remind the child to say please and thank you. The family is saying that they want 
the child to make a good impression on others, and being polite is an important 
part of making that good impression. The instruction is particularly relevant to 
obtaining that goal. The context emphasizes its importance. 


Similarly, the context in which the commands of God are given, speak about 
the importance of the command. 


Consider the commands on anger; 

e Colossians 3:8 tells us to get rid of anger, and the context is the standards for holy 
living. Putting the two together shows us that anger and holy living are not compatible. 

e Ecclesiastes 7:9 deals with building a good reputation, and the issue of 
anger is brought up. Putting the two together shows us that dealing with 
anger is an important part of building a good reputation. 

e Ephesians 4:26-27 deals with how we are to live as ambassadors of God and 
the issue of anger are brought up. Putting the two together declares again 
that anger impacts how others see us, and their willingness to accept our 
witness about Jesus. 

e 2 Timothy 2:23-25 is set in a context of living as a soldier of the gospel and 
the issue of anger is raised. Putting these two together declares that getting 
rid of anger is one of the disciplines expected of each Christian. 

e Titus 1:7 is set in a context of where the promise of heaven is presented as a 
beacon to living by faith. Bringing up anger in this setting shows us that 
anger is one of the causes that people stray from the pathway of faith. 

e James 1:19-20 talks about the proper handling of trials and again, anger is 
discussed. It shows us that we will never have a proper perspective on the 
challenges of life if we react in anger. 


From looking at the context of the commands about anger, we see that 
controlling, or getting rid of anger is an important part of living a holy life, of 
building a good reputation, of representing Jesus well, of gaining a proper 
perspective on the difficulties of life, and of avoiding temptations that can make us 
stray from the pathway of faith. 


God had the writers of the Bible insert commands on anger into each of 
these settings, and we learn both from the command, and from the context. 


Each of the commands is like this, and so the section on the context is vitally 
important to the study of the commands. 
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1: COMMANDS ON OUR ATTITUDE TO GOD 


Matthew 22:36-37 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 
{37} Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. 


Deuteronomy 30:16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live 
and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering 
to possess. 


Joshua 23:11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 


Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your 
heart. 


Psalms 130:7 O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is 
unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 


Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 


Mark 11:22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 


Mark 12:17 Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God 
what is God's." And they were amazed at him. 


John 15:9-10 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. {10} If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 


James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 


1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 


VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the benefits God gives as you have a wholesome attitude to God. 


- God will sends rain on your land in its season Deuteronomy 11:14 
- you will increase and God will bless you Deuteronomy 30:16 
- you will have the desires of your heart Psalms 37:4 

- God will redeem you Psalms 130:7 

- calamities/trials will not overwhelm you Proverbs 19:23 

- you will live Luke 10:27, 28 

- God will work for your good Romans 8:28 

- God’s blessings go beyond what you can even conceive 1 Corinthians 2:9 

- God will not forget your actions to help his people Hebrews 6:10 

- you will be blessed as you persevere in trials James 1:12 

- you will be rich in faith James 2:5 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON 
MY ATTITUDE TO GOD 


What should your attitude to God be? How does each of the following words fit 
into your attitude to God? 

-love  -delight - faith - humble 

-hope -give - obedience 


What does it mean to love God with all your mind? What does it mean to love God 
with all our soul? What does it mean to love God with all your heart? What is 
the difference between these expressions of love? What does it mean to be careful 
to love the LORD your God? Are there times where greater care in needed to love 
God? 


How do you begin to delight in the LORD? What other things do you delight in? 


What does it mean to put your hope in the LORD? What is the difference between 
hope and faith? How important is it that people have hope? 


What belongs to God? How do you give it to God? 
Can you obey without love? How do you ensure that your obedience comes from a 


heart of love? How do you make your obedience grow? Is there a connection 
between obeying God and being humble before the Lord? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 


CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGES ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TO GOD 


Matthew 22:36-37 This command follows after two accounts where the Pharisees 
and Sadducees tried to trap Jesus. The Pharisees asked if they should pay taxes to 
Caesar, and the Sadducees asked about heaven and what marriage would be like in 
heaven. Jesus replied to each question and then told the Pharisees that the greatest 
command was to love the Lord. 


Deuteronomy 30:16 God reminds them that it is possible for humans to do what 
he commands. This is a vital starting point. He also tells them that these 
commands separate those who will live abundantly from those who will live 
destructive lives. 


Joshua 23:11 This section is part of Joshua’s farewell address to the Children of 
Israel. He reminded the officials that they have seen great things that God had 
done. He assures them that God will still drive out the nations in their territory and 
emphasized it by telling them that one will rout a thousand because God is with 
them. Their part is to be very strong and obedient, and not to be involved with the 
gods of these alien nations. This command is given in the context of the assurance 
of God’s backing. 


Psalms 37:4 This chapter calls us to draw close to God and then describes the 
wonderful treasures he wants to give us. This command is one expression of the 
theme of this chapter, which is that ‘As we patiently trust in God, the wicked will 
be dealt with and the righteous will be vindicated.’ 


Psalms 130:7 The context in which this command is given is the assurance that 
God does not keep track of our past sins. Furthermore, he will redeem us from our 
future sins. 


Micah 6:8 Micah declares to the Children of Israel that they have turned from 
God, in spite of all He has done for them. They have relied on sacrifices to cover 
their sins. This command describes the proper approach to God. Micah also tells 
them to hate evil. 

He declares to them that their prosperity has misled them into believing that 
their wickedness is acceptable. Instead, he tells them that God will punish them in 
spite of their great efforts to defend themselves. 


Mark 11:25 Mark tells of the trtumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The 
significant event was when Jesus cleared the temple of the buyers and sellers and 
money changers. He declared that his house should be a house of prayer. Mark 
then tells of Jesus and the disciples returning past the fig tree that Jesus had cursed 
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earlier that day. Peter draws their attention to how withered the tree is, and Jesus 
responds with the command to have faith in God and gives them the assurance that 
they will get whatever they pray for. This is the background for this command on 
our attitude to God. 


Mark 12:17 The Pharisees and the Herodians were trying to trap Jesus because 
they wanted to have him killed. One of their efforts was to see if he supported 
paying taxes to the foreign power of Rome. This command is his response. 


John 15:9-10 Our relationship to Jesus is compared to the relationship of Jesus to 
the Father. Both are pictured as being like a branch connected to the vine. Jesus 
tells the disciples that obedience to the commands opens the pathway for spiritual 
nourishment to flow into the branches. John also says that God is the gardener, and 
his actions are designed to ensure that each branch bears fruit. Jesus gives this 
picture to the disciples so they will understand how the joy of Jesus will flow into 
them. 


James 4:10 James tells us that God’s spirit envies intensely. This is the 
background for statements like God opposes the proud but He lifts up the humble; 
that we are to submit to God and he will come near to you; and that friendship with 
the world is the same as hating God. All are to be viewed as examples of the 
intense jealousy of God. 

James also tells us that unanswered desires occur because we don’t present 
them to God or because we ask with wrong motives. We should submit to the 
jealous nature of God and he will respond to you. 


1 John 2:15 John writes to correct false teaching. He tells them that Jesus is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins (vs. 2) and he reminds them that keeping the 
commands is essential (vs. 4). He emphasizes the importance of loving other 
people (vs. 10) and then gives this command on loving the world. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

A proper attitude to God would be raised when talking about 
- the tendency to go off on religious extremes 

- the abundant, and joyous life God has for us 

- wanting God’s backing in what we do 

- our reaction to seeing others prospering 

- the impact of our past sins 

- how things can get done 

- experiencing the joy of the Lord 

- the jealous nature of God 


2: COMMANDS ON HOW WE TREAT THE BIBLE 


Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 


Leviticus 20:8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you 
holy. 


Deuteronomy 4:1-2 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach 
you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the 
land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. {2} Do not add to what 
I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD 
your God that I give you. 


Deuteronomy 31:11 when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God 
at the place he will choose, you shall read this law before them in their hearing. 


Joshua 1:7-8 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go. {8} Do not let this Book of the Law depart from 
your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 


Matthew 5:17-18 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. {18} I tell you the 
truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. 


Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age." 


2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth. 


VICTORY PATHWAY 
Discuss the benefits God gives as we honor the word of God. 


- the words of God will bring you life Deuteronomy 4:1 
- you will take possession of what God has promised Deuteronomy 4:1 
- you will learn to revere God Deuteronomy 17:19 
- you will be prosperous and successful Joshua 1:8 

- you will do everything written in the Bible Joshua 1:8 

- you will receive direction for living Psalms 119:105 

- you will have great peace and won't stumble Psalms 119:165 

- you will receive nourishment Matthew 4:4 

- you will gain wisdom Matthew 7:24 

- you will understand the secrets of the kingdom Mark 4:11 

- you will receive your requests John 15:7 

- you are set free from sin Romans 6:17-18 
- you are taught well Colossians 3:16 

- you will gain the approval of God 2 Timothy 2:15 

- you will understand your true motives Hebrews 4:12 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON THE BIBLE 


Discuss the following phrases that should describe your attitude and actions about 
the Bible. How do you do each of these? 

- let it dwell in you richly, 

- read the law in their hearing, 

- meditate on it, 

- teach them to obey, 

- correctly handle the word of truth 


Think of the things that prevent you from reading the Bible to your family? What 
would some of the benefits of reading the Bible as a family be? 


Can you be careful to obey the commands without meditating on them? What 
safeguards do you have to help you obey? Are you sure that you are obeying all 
the commands of God? How is the word of God sharper than a two edged sword? 


Which are the commands we are to teach every new convert? How does this relate 
to discipleship? 


Describe what it means to do your best to correctly handle God’s word? What 
resources do you need to properly handle God’s word? What does this have to do 
with being approved by God? 

Write down the area you want to work on. 


CONTEXT OF COMMANDS ON THE BIBLE 


Colossians 3:16 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves in 
chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life is “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it. (vs. 23, 24) 
This command is one of the standards for holy living. 


Leviticus 20:8 Laws regarding many issues are given in the book of Leviticus. 
The theme of all these is to be holy, for God is holy. Chapter 20 says that the 
death penalty is the right one for breaking several laws. They include sacrificing a 
child to a foreign God, following spiritualists, sexual immorality, and improper 
respect for ones parents. The chapter ends with the command to be holy because 
the LORD is holy. 


Deuteronomy 4:1-2 The context emphasizes that God’s laws are there to enable 
one to live life to the full. Disobedience to God’s laws brings death. The example 
of worshiping the Baal of Peor (Numbers 25) is given. In that case, God had 
confirmed his commitment to Israel but many openly got involved with Moabite 
women anyway. The result was that 24,000 were killed before the plague was 
stopped. The context also tells us that the nations around will be amazed at their 
wisdom as they carefully observe the laws. 


Deuteronomy 31:11 Moses has accepted that he will not lead the Children of 
Israel into the Promised Land, and begins the turnover process. He writes all the 
laws and makes sure the priests have them. Then he gives the priests this 
command with the specific instructions that the children must hear God’s standards 
for Christian living. The reading was to be part of the celebration called the Feast 
of Tabernacles. 


Joshua 1:7-8 The LORD told Joshua that Moses was dead, and he is to get the 
people ready to cross the Jordan. This command is God’s contribution to the 
installation ceremony. God promises Joshua that He will deal with him just as He 
dealt with Moses, and that He would never leave nor forsake Joshua. God gave 
Joshua two instructions: the first was to be strong and courageous, and the second 
is this command dealing with the word of God. 


Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus had risen from the dead. The angels came and rolled 
away the stone, and comforted the two Marys. The eleven disciples were told to 
gather on the mountain. They came together and Jesus appeared to them all again. 
This is the setting in which He gave them the great commission of which this 
command is a part. They were commanded to preach, baptize and teach. The 
teaching curriculum is the commands of Jesus, which is the subject of this book. 


2 Timothy 2:15 Paul is challenging Timothy to live as a soldier of the gospel. Part 
of that challenge is the reminder of his wonderful heritage, part is to tell him to 
continue to use his gifts for God, and part is to be strong in the grace of Jesus. In 
this context, Paul puts this command. He also tells him not to get involved in 
quarreling about words. (vs. 14) 


SUMMARY OF THE SETTINGS 

The role of the Bible will be raised when talking about: 
- true holiness 

- the way to enjoy life to the full 

- when taking on new leadership 

- when handing leadership over to others 

- when setting the standard for leadership 

- the curriculum for teaching a new convert 

- when cautioning leaders not to quarrel about words 


3: COMMANDS ON OUR ATTITUDE TO PASTORS 


1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work 
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. {13} Hold 
them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each 
other. 


1 Corinthians 4:1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as 
those entrusted with the secret things of God. 


1 Corinthians 9:14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who 
preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 


Ephesians 6:19-20 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may 
be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, {20} 
for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I 
should. 


Philippians 2:29-30 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like 
him, {30} because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make 
up for the help you could not give me. 


2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. {2} And pray that we 
may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 


1 Timothy 5: 17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 


Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 


Hebrews 13:17-19 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep 
watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work 
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. {18} Pray for 
us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably 


VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we have good relations with your pastor. 


- God commands his blessing where there is unity Psalms 133 

- they become an answer to prayers for salvation of others Matthew 9:38 
- peace will rest in your home Matthew 10:13 
- you will earn the reward of a pastor Matthew 10:41 
- your children will be gathered like a hen gathers her chicks Matthew 23:37 
- you will see a faith that is worth imitating Hebrews 13:7 
- itis to your advantage when their work is a joy Hebrews 13:17 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON 
MY ATTITUDE TO PASTORS 


Discuss the five phrases that God says should describe your attitude to your pastor. 
How do you do each one? 

-respect, -hold them in highest regard, 

-remember them,  -obey, -submit 

Discuss the importance of giving honor to your pastor. List five ways to give honor 
to your pastor. How does giving honor benefit you? What does it mean to give 
double honor? How important is it that the pastor’s work is a joy? 


Discuss the fact that the most common instruction is to pray for your pastor. What 
would a good prayer for your pastor(s) include? How often should you pray for 
your pastor(s)? How does prayer give your pastor boldness to preach fearlessly? 
What are some common fears that a pastor may have? 


Describe the faith of the leaders who led you to Christ. How can you imitate their 
faith? What does faith mean in this context? How important is it that you 


participate in the great commission? 


Discuss the fact that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from 
the gospel. 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF PASSAGES ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TO PASTORS 


1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 This chapter is about the second coming. They are told 
that it will come suddenly and when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul tells 
them that they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were created to 
live with him forever (vs.9, 10). And they are reminded that God can thoroughly 
sanctify them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In between there 
are several important commands all set in the context of being ready for the second 
coming. 


1 Corinthians 4:1 In chapter 3, Paul compares the leading of a church to the 
physical building of a church where the real foundation is Jesus Christ. He tells 
them that every man’s work will be tested so they should be sure that they are 
relying on God’s wisdom and not their own. With this background, Paul gives this 
command. 


1 Corinthians 9:14 Paul reminds the church that the other leaders all expect to be, 
and are, supported by the church. He claims the same right in this command. 
Then says that he has chosen not to be paid. He says he will get a greater reward in 
heaven for his decision. In spite of this decision, he says his commitment is full 
and complete. 


Ephesians 6:19-20 Paul has just described the spiritual armor that enables any 
Christian to withstand the temptations of the devil. Building on that armor, he 
gives this command to pray for him. 


Philippians 2:29-30 Paul is preparing the way for Epaphroditus to return to 
Philippi. Paul compliments Epaphroditus with such words as brother, and fellow 
soldier (see 2:25), and affirms his longing for the people of Philippi. This 
command is his instruction on how Epaphroditus should be received. 


2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Paul expresses his thanks to those who have been called by 
God, and declares that they will share in the glory of Jesus. This command also 
prepares the way for the kingdom of God to be spread rapidly. 


1 Timothy 5:17 This command is set in the context of how we are to treat others 
within the church. Older people are not to be treated harshly (vs. 1), widows are to 
be given proper respect and care (vs. 3-6), and the general responsibility for ones 
relatives is given in vs. 8-15. Another command relates to how elders and pastors 
are to be treated (vs. 18-19). Paul adds that those who lead a church well are 
worthy of double honor (vs. 17). 
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Hebrews 13:7 & 17-19 These commands are in the final set of commands of the 
book of Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They 
cover many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each 
other, to be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong, 
there should be no immorality, that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate 
the faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for 
the full listing of commands. 


SUMMARY OF THE SETTINGS 

A proper relationship to pastors will be raised when talking about 
- the second coming 

- relying on God’s wisdom rather than human thinking 

- the need of pastors to earn a living 

- the honor pastors are to be given 

- the need to eliminate fear from a pastors heart 

- areturning pastor 

- the main features of the new covenant 

- how people in the church are to be treated 
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4: COMMANDS ON OUR ATTITUDE TO PARENTS 


Deuteronomy 5:16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God 
has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in 
the land the LORD your God is giving you. 


Exodus 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 
the land the LORD your God 1s giving you. 


Leviticus 20:9 ''If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He 
has cursed his father or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head. 


Matthew 15:3-4 Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for 
the sake of your tradition? {4} For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 
‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death." 


Matthew 19:19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself." 


Mark 7:10 For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 'Anyone 
who curses his father or mother must be put to death. 


Mark 10:19 You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit 
adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your 


father and mother.'" 


Luke 18:20 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not 
murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother." 


Ephesians 6:2 "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment 
with a promise— 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessing God has promised as you honor your parents 


- life will go well Deuteronomy 5:16 
- God will give you the land of promise Deuteronomy 5:16 
- you will be honoring God Matthew 15:3-9 

- you will enjoy a long life Ephesians 6:2 

- you earn the pleasure of God Colossians 3:20 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON 
HOW TO RELATE TO PARENTS 


Discuss what it means to honor your father and mother. \s there a difference 
between honor and coexist? Do you have to honor them for every characteristic of 
their life? How can you honor them after they are dead? 


How do you honor someone who has done awful things to you? Does making 
something good out of your life bring honor to them? How could you help those 
who have been abused by a parent, begin to honor their parents? 


What does it mean to have cursed your father or mother? Can you do this in your 
mind, or does it have to be with words? Discuss the seriousness of keeping this 
relationship good. Discuss the need to help those whose parents have been 
abusive. 


Can you honor your parents and not be on speaking terms with them? How can 
you reestablish communications? What would it take for these communications to 
be good? Is it acceptable for you to wait until they change? What is your 
responsibility when they don’t respond to you? How can you honor them when 
they ignore you? 


Does the fact that Jesus spoke to religious people about this issue tell you that it 
probably will be a common problem? Why would the devil be so interested in 


causing dissension in this relationship? How do the family relationships impact a 
child’s desire to follow the God of their parents? 


Write down the areas you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON OUR ATTITUDE TO PARENTS 


Exodus 20:12 Moses had tried to handle all the issues of Israel by himself. To do it 
he sent away his wife and family, but his father-in-law came and gave him better 
direction. Moses went up Mount Sinai, and God gave him proper direction for the 
people. God gives this command to tell them that their attitude to their parents is a 
vital part of the proper direction for ones life. 


Deuteronomy 5:16 The Children of Israel are told to talk about the creation of 
man for it was the greatest feat. They are to talk about hearing the voice of God 
and how God chose them from among the nations. From these things they are to 
understand that “God is LORD and they are to keep his decrees. Then Moses tells 
them the 10 commandments of which this command is one. 


Leviticus 20:9 Laws regarding many issues are given in the book of Leviticus. The 
theme of all these is to be holy, for God is holy. Chapter 20 says that the death 
penalty is the right one for breaking several laws. They include sacrificing a child 
to a foreign God, following spiritualists, sexual immorality, and improper respect 
for ones parents. The chapter ends with the command to be holy because the 
LORD 1s holy. 


Matthew 15:3-4 The Pharisees challenged Jesus for allowing his disciples to eat 
without washing their hands. Jesus responds with this command and concludes the 
discussion with the statement that the things which defile a person are the things 
that come out of his mouth. 


Matthew 19:19 Jesus teaches several things about how we relate to a neighbor. He 
teaches that the one who sins against you should be restored gently. He teaches that 
just as we have been forgiven, we need to forgive. He teaches that the greatest sin 
against a marriage is unfaithfulness. He teaches that wealth needs to be shared with 
the poor. All these teachings on being good neighbors set the context for this 
command, which calls us to love our neighbor and our parents. 


Mark 7:10, Jesus does the impossible before reminding the people to honor their 
parents. He feeds 5000 with just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. To complete the 
declaration of how impossible it is, Jesus has the disciples pick up 12 basketfuls of 
leftover food. On top of this example of doing the impossible, Jesus reminds them 
that the penalty for cursing their parents is death. 


Mark 10:19 Jesus told the people that we all need to be like little children. The 
kingdom of God is for little children. Then a rich young man comes to him asking 


how to have eternal life. Jesus reminded him of the commandments and the 
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command to honor his parents in particular. He said he did, and Jesus told him to 
give everything he had to the poor. He went away sorrowful. 


Luke 18:20 The context is the question a ruler asked of how one inherits eternal 
life. This set of commands 1s the first step Jesus cited. When the man said he lived 
by this standard, then Jesus said he still lacked one thing, namely a heart of 
compassion for those around him. Jesus also pointed out that it is possible to be 
both rich and have compassion. 


Ephesians 6:2 Paul gives the ministry challenge for husbands ... to make their wife 
feel appreciated; and for wives ... to make their husband feel important; and for 
children ... to make their parents’ feel honored. This command is used gives the 
ministry responsibility for children. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we relate to our parents would be raised when talking about 
- receiving proper advice for your life 

- receiving a proper perspective of your heritage 

- the standard of holiness 

- the importance of obedience to the literal commands 

- being a good neighbor 

- how the impossible is really possible 

- the importance of being like a little child 

- the basic needs God has called children to meet 


26 


5: COMMANDS ON ANGER 


Colossians 3:8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 


Proverbs 17:14 Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter 
before a dispute breaks out. 


Proverbs 22:24-25 Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate 
with one easily angered, {25} or you may learn his ways and get yourself 
ensnared. 


Ecclesiastes 7:9 Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the 
lap of fools. 


Ephesians 4:26-27 “In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while 
you are still angry, {27} and do not give the devil a foothold. 


2 Timothy 2:23-25 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, 
because you know they produce quarrels. {24} And the Lord's servant must not 
quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. {25} 
Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant 
them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 


Titus 1:7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless-- 
not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not 
pursuing dishonest gain. 


James 1:19-20 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 


listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, {20} for man's anger does not 
bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we deal with anger properly: 


- an atmosphere of love is encouraged Proverbs 17:9 

- wrath is turned away Proverbs 15:1 

- your reputation gets better Ecclesiastes 7 

- your witnessing is more effective Ephesians 4 

- your lives are more holy Colossians 3:8 
- you gain a healthy perspective on trials James 1:19-20 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON ANGER 
What is anger? Can you be angry without saying anything? Can you be angry 
without others knowing? In what ways does anger oppose the righteous life that 


God desires for you? Is self-control the opposite of anger? 


What is difficult about each of the six ways God gives us to get rid of anger? 


- drop a matter before a dispute breaks out - don’t get provoked quickly 
- don’t make friends of hot-tempered people _ - be quick to listen 
- don’t get involved with foolish arguments - be slow to speak 


How can you be angry and not sin? Discuss the importance of not letting the sun 
go down on your wrath. Discuss the connection between anger and the righteous 
life that God desires. 

How does anger give the devil a foothold and how serious is it? What is a 
foothold? 


Who wins when you drop a matter before a dispute breaks out? What does 
winning mean? Is it possible to settle without there being a winner and a looser? 


Discuss the care required to eliminate anger when dealing with 
- enemies (those we are estranged from) - brothers (those closest to us) 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF COMMANDS ON ANGER 


Colossians 3:8 In chapter 3, Paul identifies the true standards for holy living. 
They rest on five principles namely: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life is “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is to be done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it. (vs.23, 24) 
This command on anger is one of the true standards for holy living. 


Proverbs 17:14 Proverbs is full of word pictures and this is a graphic one about 
the impact of a quarrel. The word picture preceding this one is of a mother bear 
that has had her cubs taken from her. 


Ecclesiastes 7:9 Solomon writes this section and says that a good reputation, 
built over time, is of great value. In this section, he also says such things as; 
wisdom is a shelter that preserves life; the celebration of a well lived life is better 
than the celebration of one’s birth; and, patience is better than pride. 

He makes the point that you can’t figure everything out and uses the 
example that sometimes righteous people perish while wicked people live a long 
time. In this section he says that a reverence for God protects one from taking 
extreme positions. This is the context for this command on anger. 


Ephesians 4:26-27 This section deals with living as children of God. Paul 
describes the way the “aliens” live and says they are darkened in their 
understanding. But the child of God lives by a different standard, characterized by 
such things as kindness, compassion, forgiveness, and love. He sums up the 
Christian life by telling them to be an imitator of God. 

He also gives a list of things to get rid of such as lying, anger, giving the 
devil a foothold, stealing, talking in an unwholesome manner, grieving the Holy 
Spirit. In this context, Paul puts this command on anger. 

Paul goes on to tell them not to let the clever words of some people, deceive 
them into thinking they are doing what is right. That is the trap they lived 
in before, but now they have seen the light. He urges them to be careful to live to 
please the Lord; and to make the most of every opportunity. 


2 Timothy 2:23-25 Paul challenges Timothy to live as a soldier of the gospel. 


Part of that challenge is the reminder of his wonderful heritage, part is to tell him 
to continue to use his gifts for God, and part is to urge him be strong in the grace of 
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Jesus. In this context, Paul puts this command. He also tells him that quarreling 
about words leads to ruin (vs. 14). 


Titus 1:7. Paul says his role is to help build up people’s faith, so they can live a 
godly life. He says the promise of heaven is vital to living by faith. 

He gives Titus the job of appointing elders and warns Titus to be careful 
because some claim to know God but their lives don’t match their talk. The 
qualifications for elders are that they must be blameless, married, have children 
that follow Godly ways. Some other important features are that they must not be 
power hungry, quick-tempered, drunkards, violent or greedy. Instead, their life 
should be characterized by being hospitable, having a great desire to do good 
deeds, self-control and holiness. He must hold to the Biblical precepts and 
encourage others to follow them too. The command on anger is given in the 
context of the qualifications for elders. 


James 1:19-20 James tells us that the proper handling and perspective on trials 
brings one to maturity (vs. 2-4). He tells us to ask God for the wisdom to see this 
(vs. 5) and says the one who perseveres through the trial will be blessed (vs. 12). 
This command is given in the midst of this treatment of trials. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 


A proper reaction to personal anger will be raised when talking about 
- the importance of holiness 

- the damage our words can do 

- building a good reputation 

- the danger of taking extreme positions 

- the disciplined life God calls us to live 

- leadership in the church 

- handling trials and difficulties well. 
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6: COMMANDS ON BROTHERLY LOVE 


Proverbs 3:3-4 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. {4} Then you will win favor and a 
good name in the sight of God and man. 


Leviticus 19:18 '"Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, 
but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 


Deuteronomy 10:19 And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves 
were aliens in Egypt. 


Matthew 19:19 honor your father and mother,’ and 'love your neighbor as 
yourself." 


Luke 6:27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 


John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. {35} By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another." 


Romans 12:9-10 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
{10} Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 

Romans 12:15-16 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
{16} Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 


1 Corinthians 16:14 Do everything in love. 


Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 


1 Thessalonians 3:12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we do our best to have good relationships 


- God commands his blessing where there is unity Psalms 133 

- your life will be prolonged Proverbs 3:2 

- you will win God’s favor Proverbs 3:4 

- you will win the favor of man Proverbs 3:4 

- others will recognize you as one of God’s disciples John 13:35 

- evil is overcome Romans 12:15-21 
- you will have hope Romans 15:1-4 

- your transgressions will be covered 1 Peter 4:8 


- your understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ will be wise 2 Peter 1:6-8 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE 
ON BROTHERLY LOVE 


Is it easy to be faithful to everyone? When is it difficult? Is it important to be 
faithful in the difficult times? Is there a limit to the call to be faithful? Does God 
ever stop being faithful? 


How much do you have to “bear with one another in love’? When is it important 
to correct the other person? Are you helping or hurting the other person if you are 
“bearing” with bad behavior? What does love mean in this context? 


What is a grudge? Can you have a grudge against someone and still satisfy the 
teachings of the Bible? How do you get rid of one? Discuss the challenge of 
leaving vengeance to God (Romans 12:19). 


Does it honor God if you fake good feelings when you are hurting inside for things 
they have done? Where is there provision for grieving over a relationship? 

Analyze your relationships in light of the phrase “by this will all men know that 
you are my disciples if you love one another.” Are there some relationships that 
show you are a Christian more than other relationships? 


How easy is it to rejoice with those who rejoice? How would the other person feel 
if you truly rejoiced with them? 


Discuss the special focus of brotherly love on these particular groups: 
- your neighbor, - your own people, - parents, and - your enemies 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON BROTHERLY LOVE 


Proverbs 3:3 This portion of Proverbs deals with building good relationships and 
tells us that our life will be prolonged as we keep these instructions. The tools to 
ensure good relationship are given in this command. The passage gives us the 
promise that using these tools wins God’s favor as well as man’s. The passage also 
tells us to fully trust that these tools will really work. It recognizes that showing 
love in all situations and being faithful may seems like a weak or even an 
inappropriate response to some challenging situations. This section encourages us 
to put aside these natural thoughts and rely fully on the wisdom of God. 


Leviticus19:18 This command is preceded by the call to set yourself apart and be 
holy. We are told to do this because our God is holy. This command is a part to 
the commands that describe holy living. 


Deuteronomy 10:19 Moses had destroyed one set of the commands when he saw 
the Children of Israel worshiping the golden calf. Now he comes back with a 
second set after being up with God for 40 days. Moses summarizes the commands 
as he tells the people to 1) fear the LORD, ii) obey him, iti) love him iv) 
wholeheartedly serve God, v) follow these commands which are for your good. 

Moses declares that God loves us above everything else. At the same time, 
God is, the God of gods, LORD of lords, mighty and awesome, shows no 
partiality, defends the disadvantaged, and loves the alien. Moses tells the people 
they are to model this pattern too. 


Matthew 19:19 A rich young man came to Jesus just after Jesus had declared that 
the way to heaven was to become like a little child. The rich young man asks the 
same question, namely, how do I get to heaven? Jesus tells him to obey the 
commands. The young man declared that he does follow them. Jesus then 
challenged him to give everything he has to the poor. 


Luke 6:27 Jesus had spent the night praying before he chose his disciples. Jesus 
showed his disciples his power by healing several people. Then Jesus taught them 
the basic principles of the kingdom. This command is part of his teaching that love 
cannot have boundaries. Love needs to extend to ones enemies, and should follow 
the principle that we love others like we would like to be loved. 


John 13:34-35 Jesus showed the full extent of his love by washing his disciple’s 
feet and told them that they would be blessed whenever they followed this 
example. Then with a troubled heart, Jesus showed that Judas would betray him. 
Jesus gives them this command in the midst of examples of betrayal and disrespect. 
He also declares that love is the true symbol of Christianity. 
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Romans 12:9-16 In the middle of this command is the call to sacrifice being 
satisfied to make an average effort, and to replace it with an wholehearted effort 
(Romans 12:11-13). The sacrifice that we are called to make which precedes this 
command is the sacrifice of worldly assessments and instead to measure yourself 
by the faith you exercise (Romans 12:3-8). The nine living sacrifices that we are 
expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15 


1 Corinthians 16:14 Paul tells the church what Timothy and Apollos are doing 
and how they are to react to each of them. Before giving this command on 
brotherly love, he commands them to be alert, courageous and strong. Following 
this command, he tells them how to treat several other people as well. 


Ephesians 4:2 Paul tells them his prayer that God will strengthen them and then 
challenges them with this command on brotherly relationships. 


1 Thessalonians 3:12 Paul is relating to a people that are going through very 
severe trials. He sent Timothy to encourage them (vs. 2, 3) and tells them how 
happy he is that they are living a firm Christian life in the middle of these 
challenges. This command is his prayer for people in great difficulty. In addition 
to this prayer, he asks that God would encourage them so that their lives would be 
blameless when Jesus returns for those who are holy. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Brotherly love would be raised when talking about 

- the challenge to rely on the wisdom of God 

- the great challenges we encounter in following God’s commands 
- God’s desires for all people 

- having an assurance of heaven 

- how to deal with betrayal or disrespect 

- the living sacrifices expected of every Christian 

- when praying for others in their difficulties 


34 


7; COMMANDS ON THE CALL TO CELEBRATE 
Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 


Deuteronomy 4:9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do 
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as 
you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 


Deuteronomy 12:7 There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and your 
families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, 
because the LORD your God has blessed you. 


Psalms 118:24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 


Isaiah 49:13 Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into song, O 
mountains! For the LORD comforts his people and will have compassion on his 
afflicted ones. 


Nahum 1:15 Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, 
who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows. No 
more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed. 


Luke 15:32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 


Romans 5:3-5 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; {4} perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. {5} And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 


Romans 15:10 Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 


James 1:2-3 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, {3} because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 


Revelation 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of 
the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we celebrate appropriately 


- your children learn of your Godly heritage Deuteronomy 4:9 

- others will learn to revere God Deuteronomy 4:10 
- the joy of the Lord will be your strength Nehemiah 8:10 

- you will be comforted by the Lord Isaiah 49:13 

- the Gentiles will glorify God Romans 15:8-10 

- rejoicing is a safeguard for you Philippians 3:1 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON CELEBRATING 


What do these phrases say about celebrating? 
- Rejoice in the Lord always, 

- Be glad and rejoice, 

- Celebrate your festivals 


How important is it to celebrate in the middle of difficulties? Discuss the value of 
celebrating in light of the following. 

- This is the day the Lord has made 

- You will have trouble, but take heart 

- Rejoice,... for the Lord comforts his people 

- Rejoice in everything you have put your hand to 

- consider it pure joy 

Is 1t acceptable to grieve? 


What is the link between celebration and passing on your heritage of our faith? 
What setting would be the most appropriate for you to pass on your memories of 
God’s faithfulness? How important is passing on memories? (see Psalms 78) 


Discuss the importance of celebrating with the following special groups 

- Children - Families 

- Those who bring good news (Pastors) and the Jews 

What would you celebrate with each of these groups? 

Did the father of the prodigal son celebrate appropriately? Is there any way he 
could have made the celebration more elaborate? 


There is great rejoicing in heaven when one sinner repents. Is that excessive? 
What would cause you to rejoice greatly? 
Write down the areas you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS TO CELEBRATE 


Philippians 4:4 Paul recognizes that nobody is perfect, so in this passage he 
challenges them to press on to the prize of the high calling that Jesus has given 
them. This command is presented as part of pressing on to the great calling of 
Jesus. He adds that they will receive peace as they celebrate. 


Deuteronomy 4:9 The context emphasizes that obedience to God’s laws enables 
them to live to the full. Disobedience to God’s laws brings death. The example of 
worshiping the Baal of Peor (Numbers 25) is given. In that case, God had 
confirmed his commitment to Israel but many openly got involved with Moabite 
women anyway. The result was that 24,000 were killed before the plague was 
stopped. The context also tells us that the nations around will be amazed at their 
wisdom as they carefully observe the laws. This command is presented as part of 
the way to teach the children to reverence their heavenly Father. 


Deuteronomy 12:7 The context for this command describes the place and manner 
of acceptable worship. 


Psalms 118:24 This Psalm repeats the call to give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good; his love endures forever. It also describes some times of great oppression. 
This command is to be obeyed in the midst of great oppression, 


Isaiah 49:13 The Israelites are in captivity and they are told that they will be in 
captivity for several more years. But God gives them the assurance that 
deliverance will come and then Israel and its kings will be honored again. The 
passage says that the day of deliverance will be a time of great joy. They are 
commanded to rejoice now, in anticipation of that day of deliverance. 


Nahum 1:15 In this passage, the Lord declares his anger against Nineveh because 
it is holding Israel captive. He also gives the promise that one day, no evil nation 
will invade them. This is the context that God uses to instruct Israel to rejoice over 
their prophets, the ones who bring them God’s good news. They are also 
instructed to celebrate. 


Luke 15:32 Jesus is talking to a group of tax collectors, sinners and Pharisees. 
The Pharisees mutter about eating (celebrating) with the sinners, and this prompts 
Jesus to tell three stories. He told them of the celebration when a shepherd found 
his one lost sheep, of the celebration when a lady found her lost coin, and the 
celebration when a son returns home from a life of shame. The great conclusion is 
that they just had to celebrate. 
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Romans 5:3-5 This chapter begins with the reminder that we have free access to 
the grace of God, and so we rejoice in the hope of glory. Then it challenges us to 
expand our rejoicing with this command. 


Romans 15:10 This chapter follows three chapters that describe the sacrifices 
every Christian is called to make on regular basis. The last sacrifice is for the sake 
of someone who is weaker in their faith. Paul says to accept them without passing 
judgment because each one gives their own account before God in heaven. So, 
choose your actions so they don’t cause someone to stumble. Remember that the 
kingdom of God is not determined by what you eat or drink. Instead it is 
determined by righteousness, by peace and by joy. 


James 1:2-3 After writing this command, James reminds them that they can freely 
ask God for wisdom. He cautions them that after asking for this wisdom, they 
should be sure to accept it and act on it. 


Revelation 19:7 John is describing his vision of heaven and the celebration that 
will occur as God’s people recognize that the ultimate victory has been won. An 
angel graphically reminds them that the evil world system is gone forever (18:21) 
and the people respond with a loud roar declaring that salvation comes from our 
God (19:1). This description of the celebration is the immediate context of this 
command. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 
Celebrating would be raised when talking about 

- pressing on to the high calling of God 

- teaching children to reverence God 

- worship that is acceptable to God 

- the way to handle great difficulties 

- the future blessings God has for you 

- our response to pastors as they bring God’s good news 
- times of victory 

- the difficulties God allows to bring us to maturity 
- some of the fundamental features of our faith 

- the availability of God’s wisdom 

- how we will respond in heaven 
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8: COMMANDS TO ENCOURAGE 


Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so 
that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 


Isaiah 1:17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the 
cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 


Romans 12:8 if it (a person’s gift) is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 
contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let 
him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 


1 Corinthians 12:23-24 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat 
with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, {24} while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has 
combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it, 


Philippians 2:4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others. 


1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. {16} For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} After that, we who 
are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. {18} Therefore 
encourage each other with these words. 


1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing. 


1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God has for us as we become an encourager 


- you cheer those suffering from anxiety Proverbs 12:25 
- you gain hope Romans 15:4 

- helps you get rid of selfish ambition Philippians 2:3 
- others will have fuller understanding of Christ Colossians 2:2 


- others will not be unsettled by the trials they encounter 1 Thessalonians 3:2-3 
- you will be able to refute those who oppose the gospel _—‘ Titus 1:9 

- you will help the church stay together Hebrews 10:25 

- you will not be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin Hebrews 3:13 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ABOUT 
ENCOURAGING OTHERS 


Discuss the command of God to be an encourager in light of the following phrases: 
-each of us should look out for the interests of others. 
-so none may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness 


How much effort does it take to encourage someone? Why isn’t giving 
encouragement more common? How are heaven and the second coming of Jesus 
things to encourage others and ourselves? When was the last time you obeyed this 
command? 


Plan your response to the command to encourage one another daily. Discuss how 
this applies to the following special groups 
-the oppressed, -the fatherless, - the widow, - the timid, - one another. 


Do you like to be with a great encourager? See Acts 4:36, 37 where Joseph, the 
Levite’s name was changed to Barnabas which means Son of Encouragement. 
What would it take for you to become known as a great encourager? 


The primary purpose of the prophetic gift is to encourage, edify and comfort (1 
Corinthians 14:1-2). Why do you suppose God told us to seek the best gifts and 
especially the gift of prophecy? 

Give an example of a person in the church that does not have a position of 
prominence. Discuss how to honor that person. Plan how to give them greater 


honor (encouragement). 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS TO BE AN ENCOURAGER 


Hebrews 3:13 Hebrews points to the better covenant we have with Jesus. It points 
out that Jesus is crowned with glory and honor because he suffered for us. He even 
became human in order to destroy the works of the devil and bring us freedom. So 
we are called to focus on Jesus. This passage also tells us that while Moses was a 
faithful leader, the Children of Israel still sinned. Their hearts were hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin. This command is part of the answer to the threat of that 
gradual agreement with sin that is so easy to fall into. 


Isaiah 1:17 Isaiah is telling the vision God gave him about Israel in one of its 
darkest hours. He describes their sinfulness and the devastation that has come 
upon them. He says their whole nation is laid waste by strangers and even asks the 
question, why they want to be beaten like they are. Here is the explanation that 
God gives: their sacrifices are meaningless, their prayers are not reaching God’s 
heart because their hands are full of blood. This command is the answer to their 
tragic situation. Isaiah tells them that as they follow this command, that their sins 
will be like wool. 

The once faithful nation has become like a harlot. God’s solution is to turn 
against Israel in order to thoroughly purge the sin. And then they will be a nation 
of righteousness. Zion will be redeemed with righteousness. 


Romans 12:8 This command to use your gifts to the extent of your faith is 
preceded by the call to give up thinking like the average people around you, and to 
think christianly (see the command on how we are to think). The sacrifice we are 
asked to make that follows this one is to give up shallow relationships and be fully 
committed to one another. The nine living sacrifices that we are expected to 
make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Corinthians 12:23-24 Paul is comparing the Christians in a church to the parts 
of our body. He says such things as the ear would never say that because it was 
not an eye, it does not belong to the body. In fact greater honor is given to the 
parts which are not as visible. 


Philippians 2:4 Paul lays out some of the blessings that naturally flow to a 
believer. He reminds them of the encouragement they receive from being made 
one with Jesus. He reminds them of the comfort the love of Jesus gives to them. 
He reminds them of the warmth they sense from experiencing the compassion of 
Jesus. This command on caring for others is presented as part of what the normal 
response should be when these blessings are remembered. Paul continues by 
telling them that this unity will bring joy to his heart. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 The church at Thessalonica is told that pleasing God is to 
be their aim. They are commended for living to please him. That life is described 
as set apart from the community standards (vs. 3) by such features as love, and the 
leading of a quiet life. Paul declares that God has given this instruction. In this 
context, Paul both declares the belief in the second coming of Jesus and gives this 
command on how valuable this belief is. 


1 Thessalonians 5:11 & 14 This chapter is about the second coming. They are 
told that it will come suddenly and when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul 
tells them that they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were 
created to live with him forever (vs. 9, 10). And they are reminded that God can 
thoroughly sanctify them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In 
between there are several important commands all set in the context of being ready 
for the second coming. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Being an encourager would be raised when talking about 

- the wickedness of the people 

- the sacrifices we are expected to make regularly 

- how important every member the body of Christ is regardless of their role 
- the expected response to the blessings we have received 

- the second coming of Jesus 

- how easy it 1s to fall into sin 
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9: COMMANDS ON FAITH 


Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you." 


Psalms 37:3 Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe 
pasture. 


Psalms 55:22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never 
let the righteous fall. 


Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight. 


Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will 
find it again. 


Isaiah 35:4 say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will 
come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save 
you." 


Matthew 6:25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important 
than food, and the body more important than clothes? 


Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours. 


2 Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 


Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 


what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you." 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God has for you as you walk by faith. 


- the Lord your God goes with you Joshua 1:5 
- God will never leave you nor forsake you Joshua 1:5 
- God will make your righteousness shine Psalms 37:6 
- God will sustain you Psalms 55:22 
- God will make your pathway straight Proverbs 3:5-6 
- God will make your plans succeed Proverbs 16:3 
- God will come to save you Isaiah 35:3-4 
- God will restore your children Isaiah 43:5 
- God will remove the mountains in your life Matthew 17:20 
- God answers your prayers of faith James 5:15 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ABOUT FAITH 


Discuss the relationship between faith, courage, fear and doubt in light of the 
following 

- be strong and courageous, 

- trust in the Lord, 

- be strong and do not fear, 


How does the invitation of God to be bold and courageous give you courage and 
support you? Does it make you afraid or confident? 


How does casting your bread on the water relate to faith? How do you know that it 
is not just wasted? 


What are the pressures in our society that keep your from speaking freely about 
your relationship with Jesus. How does the call to be person of faith relate to 


sharing your faith? 


Think of some people who were “great people of faith” How would our society be 
different if you were in that group? 


Who does God not want to be a person of outstanding faith? What was the greatest 
step of faith you have taken? 


Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS TO HAVE FAITH 


Deuteronomy 31:6 This passage is Moses’ farewell speech. He is about to hand 
over the leadership to Joshua. Moses tells him that he is able to live up to the 
covenant of God and that kind of living will be both enjoyable and prosperous. 
This command 1s part of the challenge Moses gives to the new leader. 


Psalms 37:3 The theme of this chapter is that though the wicked seem to prosper, 
they will be dealt with by God and the righteous will be vindicated. In this chapter, 
David gives us this instruction, and also the instructions to delight in the Lord, to 
commit our ways to the Lord, to be still before the Lord, and to avoid anger. We 
are told to patiently trust in God. 


Psalms 55:22 The writer is deeply troubled as he sees his former close friends 
dealing treacherously with him. He even prays that God will harm them. After 
expressing these frustrations, he returns to the confidence that God will never let 
the righteous fall. This command is his answer to all these challenging 
circumstances. 


Proverbs 3:5-6 This portion of Proverbs deals with building good relationships 
and tells us that our life will be prolonged as we keep these instructions. The tools 
which ensure good relationships are love and faithfulness! and the passage tells us 
that using them wins God’s favor as well as man’s. The passage also recognizes 
that showing love and being faithful in all situations may seems like a weak or an 
inappropriate response to some challenging situations. This command counters that 
natural thought. 


Ecclesiastes 11:1. This book declares that the challenges that people undertake are 
really meaningless. Things like pursuing happiness, wealth or working hard. But 
it keeps coming back to the principle expressed in this command. The future is 
better if you have faith to be generous without expecting immediate returns. 


Isaiah 35:4 This command connects our difficult circumstances with the victory 
that God has for us. The people are in captivity and are pictured as being like a 
desert. Isaiah gives the promise of God that the desert will rejoice. It will break 
forth like a crocus in its great splendor. So, strengthen your weakness, and be 
strong. This command also reminds us that God is our redeemer. 


Matthew 6:25 Jesus delivers this command in a special sermon to his disciples. 
He tells them that they can’t serve two masters so store up your treasures in 


heaven. He tells them to rely on the fact that our heavenly master knows what we 
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need. And he tells them that God displays His knowledge by the way he looks 
after the birds. This command challenges us to put your best energies into God’s 
kingdom and God says He will look after your interests. 


Mark 11:24 Mark, tells of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The 
significant event was when Jesus cleared the temple of the buyers and 
moneychangers. He declared that his house should be a house of prayer. Mark 
then jumped to the evening as Jesus and the disciples return past the fig tree that 
Jesus had cursed. Peter draws their attention to how withered the tree is, and Jesus 
respond with the command to have faith in God. This is the background for this 
command on believing as we pray. 


2 Timothy 2:22 Paul is challenging Timothy to live as a soldier of the gospel. Part 
of that challenge is the reminder of his wonderful heritage, part is to tell him to 
continue to use his gifts for God, and part is the challenge to be strong in the grace 
of Jesus. In this context, Paul puts this command. 


Hebrews 13:5 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They cover 
many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each other, 
to be hospitable, to remember those in jails, that marriage should be strong and 
there should be no immorality, that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate 
the faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for 
the full listing of commands. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Being a person who lived by faith would be raised when talking about 
- giving the challenge to a new leader 

- how the wicked may seem to prosper 

- when faced with friends that turn on you 

- the challenges that come in relationships 

- the lack of response that comes from some good works 

- the difference between circumstances and the promises of God 
- the challenge of working for God’s best rather than your own 
- the wonderful things that can be yours 

- the challenge of living like a soldier 

- the new covenant brought in by Jesus 
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10: COMMANDS ON FAITHFULNESS 


1 Corinthians 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 
prove faithful. 


Joshua 24:14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw 
away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the LORD. 


1 Samuel 12:24 But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all 
your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 


2 Chronicles 19:9 He gave them these orders: "You must serve faithfully and 
wholeheartedly in the fear of the LORD. 


Proverbs 3:3-4 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. {4} Then you will win favor and a 
good name in the sight of God and man. 


Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the 
more important matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should 
have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 


Romans 12:12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 


1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 


Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for 
ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of 
life. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings that God gives as we are faithful: 


- God will hear and save when calamity comes 2 Chronicles 20:7-9 
- the Lord preserves the faithful Psalms 31:23 

- you will win favor and a good name Proverbs 3:3-4 

- you will be blessed lavishly Proverbs 28:20 

- God will put you in charge of many things Matthew 25:23 

- you will be put in charge of all God’s possessions Matthew 24:45-47 
- God will say “well done” Matthew 25:23 

- God will trust you with more Luke 16:10 

- you will gain a crown of life Revelation 2:10 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON FAITHFULNESS 


Describe the importance God puts on faithfulness in light of the following 

- required - with all faithfulness — more important matters of the law 

- to the point of death — - with our whole heart. — write (it) on the tablets of your 
heart 

How do these phrases apply to being part of a church, being married, being a 
friend? 


Describe the challenges to being faithful? Describe the settings when faithfulness 
is tested. Do you still have to be faithful if your personal dreams are not being 
fulfilled, or given any opportunity? 


Describe what being faithful to a trust means to you. What trusts have you been 
given? 


What is the difference between faithfulness and faith? Are the two connected in 
any way? Can you be a person of faith without being faithful? Can you be faithful 
without being a person of faith? 


What does it mean to serve wholeheartedly? How do you balance your other 
obligations with the requirement to serve God wholeheartedly? Is it right to have 


other obligations? Can you serve him wholeheartedly without serving in the 
community? 


Write down the areas you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON FAITHFULNESS 


1 Corinthians 4:2 Paul reminds them that he laid the foundation of the church, and 
others have been given the trust of leading the work from that stage. He tells them 
that each one must do their part at the same time as we recognize that God gives 
the increase. This command shows the importance that Paul puts on being faithful. 


Joshua 24:14 Joshua is giving his farewell address. In it, he reminds the people of 
the love of God by telling them some of the things that God has done. Then he 
reminds them that God is holy and jealous. This command is his declaration of the 
suitable response to the goodness, holiness, and jealous nature of God. 


1 Samuel 12:24 Samuel gives his farewell address after anointing Saul as king and 
leader of the people. He tells the people some of what God has done, and that it 
will be good if they and the king follow God. Then God backs Samuel as he 
declares that the desire for a king was an evil desire. The people are shocked and 
ask Samuel to pray for them, which he does. This command is Samuel’s final 
farewell statement to them. 


2 Chronicles 19:9 Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, had experienced some really 
trying times. Contrary to the will of God, he had helped Ahab, king of Israel in 
battle. King Ahab was killed in the battle, and Jehoshaphat was routed. Jehu, the 
seer, came and told Jehoshaphat that now the wrath of God was on him. 
Jehoshaphat’s response was to go from town to town, turning the people back to 
God. This command is the instructions he gave the people. Later, the people of 
Moab and Ammon attacked Judah, and Jehoshaphat led the people in a magnificent 
victory. 


Proverbs 3:3-4 This portion of Proverbs deals with building good relationships 
and tells us that our life will be prolonged as we keep these instructions. The tools 
to ensure good relationship are given in this command. The passage gives us the 
promise that using these tools wins God’s favor as well as man’s. The passage also 
tells us to fully trust that these tools will really work. It recognizes that showing 
love in all situations and being faithful may seems like a weak or even an 
inappropriate response to some challenging situations. This section encourages us 
to put aside these natural thoughts and rely fully on the wisdom of God. 


Matthew 23:23 Jesus has just told the Pharisees that the greatest command is to 
wholeheartedly love the Lord and the second command is to love your neighbor 
like you love yourself. Then he tells the Pharisees that their faith system is really 
missing the most important features. This command tells them to continue their 
giving of material things, and to add giving on the human compassion level. Jesus 
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also tells the Pharisees it is unacceptable to God to take part of the gospel and not it 
all. 


Romans 12:12 This command to be faithful in prayer is part of the sacrifice of 
giving up the idea that an average effort is good enough. Following this command 
is the call to sacrifice the option of getting even, and instead to bless those who 
misuse you. The nine living sacrifices that we are expected to make are described 
in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Peter 4:10 This book was written to people who fled religious persecution and it 
tells them that God gave them his favor in order to bring them to a strong faith. 
Peter reminds them that Jesus also suffered and he challenges the people to have 
the same attitude as Jesus (vs. 1). He tells them that a proper attitude is necessary 
in order that they can pray (vs. 7). This is the setting in which Peter gives this 
command. 


Revelation 2:10 Jesus gives his evaluation of seven churches in chapters 2 and 3. 
The church at Smyrna thought they were insignificant, but Jesus tells them they are 
a great church. Jesus reminds them that he has been with churches from the 
beginning and will be with them to the end so he knows what a great church is, and 
he knows what produces lasting results. This command describes the response 
Jesus asks of those who are persecuted for their faith. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Being faithful would be raised when talking about 
- the importance of building the church 

- the fact that God is a jealous and holy God 

- some options that seem good to the people 

- the requirements involved in returning to God 
- the method of building good relationships 

- the most important features of the laws of God 
- the sacrifices we are expected to make 

- the proper reaction to persecution 

- the response to continued difficulties 


50 


11: COMMANDS TO FORGIVE 


Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may 
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 


Proverbs 25:21-22 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, 
give him water to drink. {22} In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 
head, and the LORD will reward you. 


Matthew 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 


Matthew 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" {22} 
Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 


Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, 
forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 


Luke 6:36-37 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. {37} "Do not judge, and 
you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven. 


Luke 17:3-4 So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 
repents, forgive him. {4} If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven 
times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him." 


Romans 12:19-21 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. {20} On 
the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." {21} 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 


Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ God forgave you. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we forgive: 


- you will gain an understanding of God’s purposes Genesis 45 

- you will feel good about forgiving someone Proverbs 19:11 
- the Lord will reward you Proverbs 25:22 
- you will be shown mercy Matthew 5:7 

- you will be known as a child of our heavenly Father Matthew 5:45 

- you will be forgiven Matthew 6:12 
- God will execute vengeance Romans 12:19 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ABOUT FORGIVING 


What does it mean to forgive? Is forgiveness an act of the will or of the heart? 
Have you truly forgiven if your heart is not in agreement? 


Can you forgive without being asked to forgive? Has God asked you to forgive? 
What if the other person is not repentant? Does the level of their repentance 
matter? 


What kinds of things would you do if you were going to be good to those who hate 
you? Do these things have to come from the heart before you do them? Is it OK 
for the other person to know that you really don’t feel like doing this, but you are 
doing it anyway? Could doing these things help you feel like you want to forgive? 


What would it be like to heap burning coals on the head of the one who wronged 
you? How would you do this? Is it OK to do that? How would you expect them to 
react to your doing this? What if they don’t react positively to your actions? 
When can you stop doing good things for them? 


What is God doing to encourage people to ask for forgiveness? (See Romans 2:4) 
When does God stop doing this? How do you balance the grace of God with the 
phrase, “forgive so your Father in heaven may forgive your sins’’? 


Discuss the emphasis the Bible puts on forgiving these special groups: 
- your enemy (those estranged from you) and 


- your brother (those very close to you) 
Why would God single out these groups for special emphasis? 


Write down the areas you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON FORGIVENESS 


Colossians 3:13 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves in 
chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life is “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it. (vs. 23, 24) 
This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 


Proverbs 25:21-22 The preceding proverbs deal with acts of “kindness” that are 
not appropriate. One example is singing a song to one with a heavy heart. This 
command directs us to respond well to those in need. It also tells us that the Lord 
rewards us. 


Matthew 6:12 This command and other instructions on prayer are contrasted with 
the way hypocrites pray. Jesus also includes the statement that God knows what 
you need. 


Matthew 18:21-22 The issue of forgiveness is placed in a context of seeing who 
the great ones in the kingdom are, and the demand that forgiveness is from the 
heart. Jesus tells his disciples that the great ones in God’s eyes are those who are 
like little children. He adds that we need to be careful not to offend them. He also 
tells us not to look down on ones who wander away. Our approach to error should 
be one that would lead them to restoration. 


Mark 11:25 Mark tells of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The 
significant event was when Jesus cleared the temple of the buyers and sellers and 
moneychangers. He declared that his house should be a house of prayer. Mark 
then tells of Jesus and the disciples returning past the fig tree that Jesus had cursed 
earlier that day. Peter draws their attention to how withered the tree is, and Jesus 
responds with the command to have faith in God and gives them the assurance that 
they will get whatever they pray for. This is the background for this command on 
forgiveness. 


Luke 6:36-37 Before giving this command on forgiveness, Jesus told his disciples 
to love everyone, even your enemies. He told them to treat others like you would 
want to be treated. Following this command, Jesus told the disciples not to focus 
on a speck in your brother’s eye, while ignoring the plank in your eye. 


a) 


Luke 17:3-4 Before telling people to be generous with their forgiveness, Jesus told 
them about the rich man who went to hell, while the poor man went to heaven. 
After telling them about the requirement to be forgiving, the disciples asked Jesus 
how they could increase their faith. Jesus told them to obey the commands. 


Romans 12:19-21 This command to make a sacrifice of your option to get even is 
preceded by the call to make a sacrifice of the idea that an average effort is 
sufficient (Romans 12:11-13). This sacrifice is followed by the call to sacrifice the 
option to criticize those in authority (Romans 13:1-7). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Ephesians 4:32 This section deals with living as children of God. Paul describes 
the way the “aliens” live and says they are darkened in their understanding. But 
the child of God lives by a different standard characterized by such things as 
kindness, compassion, forgiveness, and love. He sums up the Christian life by 
telling them to be an imitator of God. 

He also gives a list of things to get rid of such as lying, anger, giving the 
devil a foothold, stealing, talking in an unwholesome manner, grieving the Holy 
Spirit. In this context, Paul puts this command on forgiveness. 

Paul also tells them not to let the clever words of some people, deceive them 
into thinking they are doing what is right. That is the trap they lived in before, but 
now they have seen the light. He urges them to be careful how they live; to live to 
please the Lord; and to make the most of every opportunity. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 
Forgiveness would be raised when talking about 

- holy living 

- how to respond to those in need 

- how to pray properly 

- the great ones in the kingdom 

- the wonderful things that are received as you pray 
- the awareness of your own faults 

- the consequences of being unforgiving 

- the sacrifices you are expected to make 

- the difference between the way aliens and children of God live 
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12: COMMANDS ON GENEROSITY 


Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will 
find it again. {2} Give portions to seven, yes to eight, for you do not know what 
disaster may come upon the land. 


Malachi 3:10-11 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food 
in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it. {11} I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 
and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 


Matthew 5:42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you. 


Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you." 


Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we 
must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.' 


Romans 12:13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 


2 Corinthians 8:7 But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us --see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving. 


1 Timothy 6:17-18 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. {18} Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 


Hebrews 13:16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with 
such sacrifices God is pleased. 


eye, 


VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we are generous: 


- generosity with the poor is lending to God Proverbs 19:17 

- you gain an appreciation of being a steward Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 
- you get protection of your resources Malachi 3:11 

- God gives back using the same measure but more Luke 6:35-38 

- you will reap generously 2 Corinthians 9:6 

- itis more blessed to give than receive Acts 20:35 

- opens the door to great worship Romans 15:1-7 

- you fulfill the law of Christ Galatians 6:2 

- prepares the way for you to receive a blessing 1 Peter 3:9 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON GENEROSITY 


Can you be generous is some areas without being generous in every area of your 
life? Which areas are easy and which are difficult? Is it important to be generous 
in every area? 


Are some people more generous than others? What standard of generosity does 
God require of us? Does the Bible have a promise that your generosity will be 
returned to you? When, and in what form? 


What is the reason to tithe? Why would God challenge people to test him in 
tithing? Is tithing an act of generosity or of obedience? How is the lack of 
generosity with our money similar to arrogance ( 1 Timothy 6:17)? 


If the measure you use is the measure that is used to give back to you, can you 
determine how God will respond to your generosity? Can you give money and 
expect money in return? 

Discuss what it means to “excel in this grace of giving.” How is giving a grace? 
Do you have to give every time someone asks? Can you hurt people by giving to 
them? How do you know when to give and when not to give? Should you give to 


a person who won’t work? Discuss the special focus on being generous to God’s 
people. Are rich people more obligated to be generous than poor people? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON GENEROSITY 


Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 This book declares that most challenges that people undertake 
are really meaningless. Things like pursuing happiness, wealth or working hard. 
But it keeps coming back to the principle expressed in this command. The future is 
better if you are generous without expecting immediate returns. 


Malachi 3:10-11 The prophet begins with the statement that only righteous 
offerings are acceptable to God. God will quickly judge others. One cause of 
unrighteousness is the theft of the tithes and offerings, which belong in the local 
church. After giving this command, the prophet reminds the people that they have 
concluded that serving God doesn’t make a difference, because evildoers seem to 
prosper anyway. The prophet reminds the people that God is keeping a record, and 
when he returns the distinction will be clear. 


Matthew 5:42 Prior to this teaching on generosity, Jesus tells his disciples not to 
resist evil with violence; instead we should resist evil with kindness. That example 
of a generous heart is the platform for this command to give freely. 


Luke 6:38 Jesus gave this command to his disciples. Before he gave this 
command, he told them to love everyone, even your enemies. He told them to treat 
others like you would want to be treated. Following this command, Jesus told the 
disciples not to focus on a speck in your brother’s eye, while ignoring the plank in 
your eye. 


Acts 20:35 In spite of repeated warnings of prison and hardship, Paul affirms his 
commitment to go to Jerusalem to the elders of Ephesus. He warns them of people 
who will try to divide the church, a warning he has given them for three years. 
Finally, he reaffirms his own approach to ministry which is contained in this 
command. 


Romans 12:13 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


on 


2 Corinthians 8:7 Paul tells them that everyone sees the overwhelming generosity 
of the Macedonian church. They credit the great things God did for them to this 
generosity. Paul urges Titus to encourage that same response everywhere. And he 
reminds the church that generosity will be returned in their time of need. 


1 Timothy 6:17-18 Paul reminds Timothy of the second coming of Jesus (vs. 14) 
as he calls him to faithful service. This command is given in the context of things 
that lay up treasures in heaven (vs. 19) 


Hebrews 13:16 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They cover 
many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each other, 
to be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong, there 
should be no immorality, that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate the 
faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for the 
full listing of commands. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Generosity would be raised when talking about 

- the things that really count in life 

- the fact that God does keep a record of all we do 

- the proper response to those who abuse you 

- how the faults of others seem to be very obvious 

- the regular sacrifices that are expected of every Christian 
- the way to guard against some coming to divide the church 
- the generosity of others 

- the opportunities to lay up treasures in heaven 

- the better covenant we have in Christ 
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13: COMMANDS ON HOSPITALITY 
1 Peter 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 


Leviticus 19:10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes 
that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. Iam the LORD your God. 


Deuteronomy 10:19 And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves 
were aliens in Egypt. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every 
yoke? {7} Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn 
away from your own flesh and blood? 


Matthew 25:34-35 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. {35} For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 


Romans 12:13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 


1 Timothy 3:2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one 
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 


Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people 
have entertained angels without knowing it. 


3 John 1:5, 8 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, 


even though they are strangers to you. {8} We ought therefore to show hospitality 
to such men so that we may work together for the truth. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we are hospitable: 


- you will spread wisdom Proverbs 9:1-6 

- glory of the Lord will guard you Isaiah 58:6-8 

- you will receive the kingdom prepared for you Matthew 25:34-36 
- you will be blessed and repaid Luke 14:12-14 

- you will be shown mercy 2 Timothy 1:16 

- you may entertain angels Hebrews 13:2 

- you participate with others in God’s work 3 John 1:8 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON HOSPITALITY 


What is hospitality? Are you being hospitable if you grumble about it before of 
after the people leave? 


How often do you need to be hospitable to be hospitable? What does it take to 
develop a reputation for being hospitable? 


How is hospitality like fasting in God’s eyes? (Isaiah 58) Does it matter to whom 
you show hospitality? 


What are your responsibilities to be hospitable to the poor? What do you do with 
the feeling of being taken advantage of? 


What are your responsibilities to be hospitable to Christian workers even if you 
don’t know them? 


Does the lack of hospitality disqualify one from being in the leadership of a 
church? In what way does your hospitality serve God? What would it be like to 
entertain an angel? 

Discuss the Bible’s emphasis upon being hospitable to the following special 


groups: -one another, -the poor, -the alien, -your relatives, -strangers and, - 
Christian workers. 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON HOSPITALITY 


1 Peter 4:9 This book was written to people who fled religious persecution and 
Peter tells them that God gave them his favor in order to bring them to a strong 
faith. Peter reminds them that Jesus also suffered and he challenges the people to 
have the same attitude as Jesus (vs. 1). He tells them that a proper attitude is 
necessary in order that they can pray (vs. 7). This is the setting in which Peter 
gives this command on hospitality. 


Leviticus 19:10 This command is preceded by the call to set yourself apart and be 
holy. We are told to do this because our God is holy. This command is a part to 
the commands that describe holy living. 


Deuteronomy 10:19 Moses had destroyed one set of the commands when he saw 
the Children of Israel worshiping the golden calf. Now he comes back with a 
second set after being up with God for 40 days. Moses summarizes the commands 
as he tells the people to 1) fear the LORD, 11) obey him, iti) love him iv) 
wholeheartedly serve God, and v) follow these commands which are for your good. 

Moses declares that God loves us above everything else. At the same time, 
God is the God of gods, LORD of lords, mighty and awesome, shows no partiality, 
defends the disadvantaged, and loves the alien. 

Moses tells the people they are to model this pattern too. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 Isaiah is told to declare that the people are in rebellion even though 
they believe they are following God. They have forgotten the requirement of doing 
what is right. They have fasted, but it really was just a diet and God doesn’t heed 
that kind of fasting. True fasting is to sacrifice to help others including the 
sacrifices in the commands on justice (see page 68). Then God says he will 
quickly hear their prayers. 

They are told to stop pointing fingers, and stop malicious talk and help the 
poor. Then there is the promise that the LORD will guide them and they will have 
abundance. Honouring the Sabbath is also included as an important part to finding 
the joy of the LORD. 


Matthew 25:34-35 This command follows two parables. The parable of the ten 
virgins urges us to be ready at all times. The parable of the talents urges us to use 
everything we have wisely. Just before this command on hospitality, Matthew 
inserts a statement that on the great judgment day, there will be a separation of 
those whom he describes as sheep and those he describes as goats. 
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Romans 12:13 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Timothy 3:2 Paul says he writes this so people in the church will know how to 
relate to each other (1 Timothy 3:15). He describes his appointment as an apostle, 
(1 Timothy 2:7) and then describes various behaviors that are expected. He also 
gives this command about deacons and elders. Paul speaks at length about these 
people (1 Timothy 3:3-12) and then says that those who serve well will be greatly 
blessed (1 Timothy 3:13) 


Hebrews 13:2 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews, a book that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They 
cover many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each 
other, to be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong 
and there should be no immorality that greed should not be part of one’s life, to 
imitate the faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the 
chapter for the full listing of commands. 


3 John 1:5, 8 John declares his joy at how the church is being hospitable. He tells 
them it is part of acting in a manner worthy of the gospel 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Hospitality would be raised when talking about 

- how others are suffering for their faith 

- the importance of being holy 

- how God loves everyone including the disadvantaged and the alien 
- the assurance that your prayers are not hypocritical 
- the judgement at the second coming 

- the living sacrifices we are expected to make 

- the leadership of the church 

- the better covenant we have in Jesus 

- the lifestyle that is worthy of the gospel 
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14: COMMANDS ON HUMILITY 


Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 


Ecclesiastes 5:2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to 
utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your 
words be few. 


Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 


Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 


Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 


Romans 12:16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing 
to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 


1 Corinthians 3:18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise 
by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become 
wise. 


Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 


Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 


Titus 3:1-2 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, {2} to slander no one, to be 


peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men. 


James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives to the humble: 


- pathway to getting great prayers answered 2 Chronicles 7:14 
- God will set you on high Job 5:11 

- you will see and be glad Psalms 69:32 

- you will be crowned with salvation Psalms 149:4 

- with the fear of the Lord, it brings wealth, honor and life Proverbs 22:4 

- the kingdom of heaven is yours Matthew 5:3 

- you will be great in the kingdom of heaven Matthew 18:4 

- you will receive grace James 4:6 

- you will be exalted 1 Peter 5:5-6 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON HUMILITY 


What does it mean to be humble? Can you be humble and still recognize your 
skills and abilities? Discuss how to humble yourself. 


Can you be humble before God, and not obey him? How obedient do you have to 
be before you are considered humble? Can you be humble before God without 
denying yourself in some way? 


Can you be humble before people without being gentle, patient, and bearing with 
one another? How gentle do you need to be to be considered humble? Can you be 
humble before people without denying yourself in some way? 


What is the yoke of Jesus? How would taking the yoke of Jesus “on” make you 
learn of him? Discuss the statement that learning of His gentleness and humility 
brings rest for your soul. 


How easy is it to deceive yourself about being humble? Discuss the special 
emphasis on being humble before these special people: 

- people of low estate, - rulers and authorities, and -God. 

Does humility have anything to do with being slow to speak? Do the people you 


associate with give you a measure of your humility? How would you check to see 
if others see you as being humble? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON HUMILITY 


Ephesians 4:2 Paul tells them his prayer for them; a prayer that includes that they 
be strengthened and have a great understanding of the love of God. Then given 
their position in Christ, he gives them this command on humility. It is part of a 
longer set of instructions, which describes the standard of Christian living and 
includes such things as being humble, gentle, patient, understanding of each other, 
and being united. 


Ecclesiastes 5:2 Solomon identifies several things that are meaningless including 
working for advancement. Instead, he urges us to stand in awe of God; to let our 
words be few; and to simply be humble in the presence of God. 


Micah 6:8 Micah declares to the Children of Israel that they have turned from 
God, in spite of all He has done for them. They are relying on sacrifices to cover 
their sins, but God says they need to do what is right, to love mercy and to be 
humble before the Lord. Micah also tells them to hate evil. He declares to them that 
their prosperity has misled them into believing that their wickedness is acceptable. 
Instead, God will punish them in spite of their great efforts to defend themselves. 


Matthew 11:29 John’s disciples came to check out Jesus. Jesus told them to look 
at the miracles, but he also cautioned them that miracles rarely convince anyone 
because spiritual things are revealed instead of discovered. Then Jesus tells them 
to join forces and work together. This will show you the true nature of Jesus. 


Mark 8:34 Jesus taught that self-denial is a vital part of the Christian faith. He 
demonstrated this by not allowing the healing of a blind man to become a tool to 
help him by preceding Jesus into some villages. He also demonstrated it by turning 
the topic of his real identity into a teaching of his death. Then he severely 
challenged Peter as Peter disputed that great self denial- even leading to death- was 
ahead for Jesus. 


Romans 12:16 Preceding this command is the call to sacrifice being satisfied to 
make an average effort, and to replace it with a wholehearted effort (Romans 
12:11-13). The sacrifice that we are called to make which precedes this command 
is the sacrifice of worldly assessments and instead to measure yourself by the faith 
you exercise (Romans 12:3-8). The nine living sacrifices that we are expected to 
make are described in Romans 12 - 15 
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1 Corinthians 3:18 This call to humility comes in reference to how we relate to 
one another within a church. He makes statements like we are all just servants of 
God; we are like different flowers in a garden, but God makes us all grow; and we 
will be rewarded according to how we have used the gifts we have been given. 


Ephesians 5:21 The passage describes how gentiles who are without God live, and 
it describes how Christians live. Christians are to model our heavenly father in 
true righteousness and holiness. This command adds another feature to the way we 
are to relate to one another. 


Colossians 3:12 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves in 
chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life is “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23,24) 
This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 


Titus 3:1-2 Each person should live to influence others positively. Paul reminds 
us that Jesus died to help us to be eager to do good. Doing good things 
demonstrates the great changes that have been made in our lives. One thing to 
avoid is meaningless debates, which cause division. 


James 4:10 This section is about fights and quarrels. James says they come from 
wrong motives (vs. 3). James tells us that God favours the humble (vs. 6) and he 
comes near to us as we come near to him. This command is part of the discussion 
on quarrelling. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Humility would be raised when talking about 

- the standards for Christian living 

- how we must relate to God and to other Christians 

- when seeking to determine who is really a Christian 

- the importance of sacrifice and self-denial 

- the differences in the behaviour of Christians and nonchristians 
- holy living 

- the importance of influencing others 
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15: COMMANDS ON JUDGING PEOPLE 


Luke 6:37-38 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. {38} Give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you." 


Exodus 23:7-8 Have nothing to do with a false charge and do not put an innocent 
or honest person to death, for I will not acquit the guilty. {8} "Do not accept a 
bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the righteous. 


Matthew 7:1 Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 


Matthew 18:15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just 
between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 


John 7:24 “Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 


Romans 14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters. 


Colossians 2:16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, 
or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 


James 4:11-12 Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against 
his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the 
law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. {12} There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are 
you to judge your neighbor? 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we abstain from judging others: 


- your pleasant words promote instruction Proverbs 16:21 
- your pleasant words are healing to your bones Proverbs 16:24 
- you will not be judged Matthew 7:1 

- you will begin to see your own shortcomings Matthew 7:1-5 
- you will not be condemned Luke 6:37 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON JUDGING PEOPLE 


What does it mean to judge someone? How can you show a brother his fault or 
accept someone who is weak in the faith without judging? How can you be your 
brother’s keeper without judging? 


What, other than appearance, is necessary to make a proper judgment? (see John 
7:24) What is meant by appearance? How do you understand a person’s motive? 


What attitude should you have as you go to a brother and show him his fault? Can 
you ruin the opportunity to correct by having the wrong attitude? How do you 
know when your attitude is correct? 


What topic is it right to judge about? Give some examples of “disputable matters.” 
When do we leave the “correction” to the Holy Spirit, and when is it necessary for 
us to act? How does the passage “by grace you are saved” apply here? 

How would you like to be corrected? Apply the verbs in Luke 6:37-42; (do not 

judge, do not condemn, forgive, give): and the verse that says “do to others what 


you would have them do to you. Matthew 7:12 


Discuss the emphasis placed on judging the following special people: 
-innocent, -honest, -brothers, -those weak in the faith, and -your neighbor. 


Write down the area you want to work on 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON JUDGING OTHERS 


Luke 6:37-38 Jesus gave this command to his disciples. Before he gave this 
command, he told them to love everyone, even your enemies. He told them to treat 
others like you would want to be treated. Following this command, Jesus told the 
disciples not to focus on a speck in your brother’s eye, while ignoring the plank in 
your eye. 


Exodus 23:7-8 This section deals with our social responsibility — how to treat 
other people, animals, aliens, money, and rulers. Then it deals with justice and 
mercy issues like favoritism, perjury, and justice for the poor. This command is 
given in that setting. 


Matthew 7:1 Before Jesus gave this command to his disciples he told them to love 
everyone, even your enemies. Then he told them to treat others like you would 
want to be treated. Following this command, Jesus told the disciples not to focus 
on a speck in your brother’s eye, while ignoring the plank in your eye. 


Matthew 18:15 This command on judging others follows the teaching that a good 
shepherd would leave 99 that are safe and track down one that had gone astray. 
Following this command, Matthew puts the question to Peter on how many times 
we have to forgive (77 times) which in turn is followed by the parable of the 
unmerciful servant who was forgiven a very large debt, but refused to forgive a 
very small debt. 


John 7:24 This command is set in the context of many disciples making the choice 
to desert Jesus. They judged him based on his statements which he said are spirit 
and life. Jesus said that his presence convicts of sin. In this setting, he dialogues 
with the temple leaders and tells them not to judge by appearances. 


Romans 14:1 Preceding this command is the call to make a sacrifice of the option 
to focus on our wants and put effort into actively loving others. (Romans 13:8-14). 
Chapter 15 urges us to give up limiting ourselves to a close circle of friends and 
actively seek to be a friend to Christians who are weaker in their faith. The nine 
living sacrifices that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Colossians 2:16 Paul reminds the church that he wants them to be encouraged and 
united so they will have everything Christ has for them (vs. 1-4). He tells them 
that they have been forgiven, and a new code, characterized by the cross, has been 
established (vs. 13, 14) He describes the old code as the shadow of the new code 
(vs. 17) This command on judging others, is part of the instructions Paul feels is 
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necessary for the Christian to focus upon, whenever they deal with the standards 
for holy living. 


James 4:11-12 This section is about fights and quarrels. James says they come 
from wrong motives (vs. 3). James tells us that God favours the humble (vs. 6) and 
he comes near to us as we come near to him. This command is part of his 
discussion on the proper response to quarrelling. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Judging others would be raised when talking about 

- our own imperfections 

- our social responsibility 

- how to react to those who oppose you 

- the importance of going after the one who is leaving the fold 
- how to react when loyalties are being challenged 

- the living sacrifices we are expected to make 

- the standards of true holiness 

- the proper response to quarrelling 
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16: COMMANDS ON JUSTICE 


Isaiah 1:17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the 
cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 


Exodus 23:6-7 "Do not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits. {7} 
Have nothing to do with a false charge and do not put an innocent or honest person 
to death, for I will not acquit the guilty. 


Leviticus 19:15 Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or 
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 


Deuteronomy 16:20 Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and 
possess the land the LORD your God is giving you. 


Proverbs 31:8-9 "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the 
rights of all who are destitute. {9}Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of 
the poor and needy." 


Isaiah 58:6-7 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every 
yoke? {7} Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn 
away from your own flesh and blood? 


Amos 2:6-7 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Israel, even for four, I 
will not turn back my wrath. They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a 
pair of sandals. {7} They trample on the heads of the poor as upon the dust of the 
ground and deny justice to the oppressed. Father and son use the same girl and so 
profane my holy name. 


Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 


Zechariah 8:16-17 These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each 
other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; {17} do not plot evil 
against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this," declares the 
LORD. 


Luke 6:37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives to those who support justice: 


- you will live and possess the land Deuteronomy 16:20 
- you will enjoy good will Psalms 112:5 

- life will go well with you Proverbs 24:23 

- you learn to do what is right Isaiah 1:17 

- your actions brings pleasure to God Isaiah 59:15 

- you will not condemn the innocent Matthew 12:7 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON JUSTICE 


What is justice? What is fair in life? Can life be considered fair without including 
heaven as part of life? 


Give some examples of the heroes of our faith who worked hard for justice? What 
kind of causes moved them? 


Describe the difficulties each of the groups of people given special emphasis in 
these texts, has to obtain justice: oppressed, fatherless, widow, poor, innocent, 
neighbor, hired man, hungry, poor wanderer, naked, your own flesh and blood, 
and the righteous. How well do you feel you understand their needs? 


Which of the groups of people mentioned has the greatest challenge to maintain 
their personal dignity in the challenges they face? How important is their personal 
dignity? 

Discuss the word “require” in Micah 6:8 as it applies to defending and ensuring 
these groups get justice. Can you obey the command to seek justice without a 


good understanding of their needs? 


Discuss the importance of justice in light of the phrase “so that you may live and 
possess the land” (Deuteronomy 16:20) 


Discuss the fact that Amos puts the sins as adultery and injustice in the same 


section. Discuss one or two parables of Jesus that relate to justice. 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON JUSTICE 


Isaiah 1:17 Isaiah is telling the vision God gave him about Israel in one of its 
darkest hours. He describes their sinfulness and the devastation that has come 
upon them. He says their whole nation is laid waste by strangers and even asks the 
question, why they want to be beaten like they are. Here is the explanation that 
God gives: their sacrifices are meaningless, their prayers are not reaching God’s 
heart because their hands are full of blood. This command on justice is the answer 
to their tragic situation. Isaiah tells them that as they follow this command, that 
their sins will be like wool. 

The once faithful nation has become like a harlot. God’s solution is to turn 
against Israel in order to thoroughly purge the sin. And then they will be a nation 
of righteousness. Zion will be redeemed with righteousness. 


Exodus 23:6-7 This section deals with our social responsibility — how to treat 
other people, animals, aliens, money, and rulers. It also tells you not to invoke the 
names of other gods. Then it deals with justice and mercy issues like favoritism, 
perjury, and justice for the poor. This command 1s given in that setting. 


Leviticus 19:15 The issues of justice are set in a context of regulations regarding 
sexuality and sexual relationships. Then various laws are given leading to a holy 
life. The commands about how to treat parents, the Sabbath, idols are given. All of 
these set the platform so our sacrifices will be acceptable. 


Deuteronomy 16:20 This section deals with the appointment of judges and the 
erection of false gods. 


Proverbs 31:8-9 Prior to this command the passage talks about the responsibility 
of kings, and after this command there is the description of the proverbial mother. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 Isaiah is told to declare that the people are in rebellion even though 
they believe they are following God. They have forgotten the requirement of doing 
what is right. They have fasted, but their fast really was just a diet and Isaiah tells 
them that God doesn’t head that kind of fasting. Isaiah tells them that the fasting 
God is looking for from them is that they help others. Isaiah tells them that then 
God says he will quickly hear their prayers. 

They are told to stop pointing fingers, and stop malicious talk and help the 
poor. Then there is the promise that the LORD will guide them and they will have 
abundance. Honouring the Sabbath is also included as an important part of finding 
a proper relationship with God. 
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Amos 2:6-7 Amos declares that the lack of productivity of the land is due to God’s 
judgment. He declares Judah’s sins are being led astray by false gods, and 
perverted justice. Amos also reminds them of the miracles including bringing 
them out of Egypt. 


Micah 6:8 Micah declares to the Children of Israel that they have turned from 
God, in spite of all He has done for them. They are relying on sacrifices to cover 
their sins, but God says they need to do what is right, to love mercy and to be 
humble before the Lord. Micah also tells them to hate evil. 

He declares to them that their prosperity has misled them into believing that 
their wickedness is acceptable. Instead, God will punish them in spite of their great 
efforts to defend themselves. 


Zechariah 8:16-17 Zechariah tells the people that the captivity will be for 70 
years. He tells them that God instructs them to make sure justice is done, to be 
merciful and compassionate, not to think badly about others, and to be thoughtful 
of the poor. Zechariah tells them that the Lord will come and the temple will be 
rebuilt. Their part is expressed in this command. 


Luke 6:37 Jesus gave this command to his disciples. Before he gave this 
command, he told them to love everyone, even your enemies. He told them to treat 
others like they would want to be treated. Following this command, Jesus told the 
disciples not to focus on a speck in their brother’s eye, while ignoring the plank in 
their our eye. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Justice for all would be raised when talking about 

- the important features of genuine repentance 

- our social responsibility 

- holiness 

- the confidence that your prayers are not hypocritical 
- the sins that bring on great judgement from God 

- the things that prompt God’s wrath 

- the qualifications of judges 

- the confidence that your faith is not hollow 

- how to react in the middle of one’s own oppression 
- the imperfections we all have 
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17; COMMANDS ON LIVING 


Philippians 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my 
absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for 
the faith of the gospel 


Ephesians 5:15 Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, 


Ephesians 6:11-18 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 
against the devil's schemes. {12} For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. {13} Therefore put 
on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. {14} Stand firm 
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, {15} and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace. {16} In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. {17} Take 
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. {18} 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 


1 Thessalonians 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, 
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 


1 Peter 4:10-11 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. {11} If anyone speaks, he 
should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do 
it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen 


2 Peter 1:5-7 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; {6} and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; {7} and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 


James 2:12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that 
gives freedom, 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we live to honor God: 


- God will honor you 1 Samuel 2:30 
- you will be able to stand in evil times Ephesians 6:11 
- you will participate in the divine nature 2 Peter 1:4 

- you will be effective and productive 2 Peter 1:8 

- your faith will never fail 2 Peter 1:10 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON THE WAY WE LIVE 


Discuss the challenge of living a life worthy of the gospel. Discuss the special 
emphasis the Bible puts on our speech, and serving (1 Peter 4:11). Can you live a 
life worthy of the gospel without paying close attention to these? Where does grace 
come in? 


How does one add goodness into your life? Can you ever be good enough? How 
do you add knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, 
and love? Do you ever reach perfection? 


How does the phrase “so that in all things God may be praised” set a standard for 
how you are to live? What does this say about the things you do when you are all 
alone? 


David was described as a man after God’s heart; how perfect a life did he lead? 
Why would God have included his imperfections in the Bible? 


Discuss the challenges that being in one spirit, and being a person who contends 
for the faith present to you and the church today. 


Does the image of armor of God imply that living for God 1s a battle? Where does 
the enabling power of the Holy Spirit come into the picture? Are we free to pray 
about our weaknesses? Which part of the armor is most difficult to keep on? 

What is the hope of salvation? Is the Christian life one that you simply grit your 


teeth and do, or is it joy and peace? How does the phrase “who for the joy set 
before him ...” inspire you to persevere? 


Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON HOW WE ARE TO LIVE 


Philippians 1:27 Paul declares the partnership in the gospel that exists between 
himself and the Philippians. He prays that they will grow in love, in knowledge 
and in understanding and says this will help them to know what the best is. He tells 
them that being in prison has helped others to be strong in their faith, and so 
regardless of what happens to him, they are to live lives worthy of the gospel. Paul 
sets this command in the context of the price he paid to live for God. 


Ephesians 5:15 The passage describes how gentiles, who are without God live, 
and it describes how Christians live. Christians are to model our heavenly father in 
true righteousness and holiness. This command tells us to be careful in choosing 
how we live. 


Ephesians 6:11-17 Paul lays out the relationships between family members. He 
says the marriage relationship should look like the relationship between Christ and 
the church. With this as a background, Paul tells everyone to put on the full armor 
of God so they can successfully meet every challenge that comes their way 


1 Thessalonians 5:8 This chapter is about the second coming. They are told that is 
will come suddenly and when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul tells them that 
they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were created to live with 
him forever (vs. 9, 10). And they are reminded that God can thoroughly sanctify 
them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In between there are 
several important commands all set in the context of being ready for the second 
coming. 


1 Peter 4:10-11 This book was written to people who fled religious persecution. 
Peter says God gave them his favor in order to bring them to a strong faith. Peter 
reminds them that Jesus also suffered and he challenges the people to have the 
same attitude as Jesus (vs. 1). He tells them that a proper attitude is necessary in 
order that they can pray (vs. 7). This is the setting in which Peter gives this 
command on how a Christian should live. 


2 Peter 1:5-7 Peter wrote this book to warn against the foes within the church. 
This command gives the stepping-stones to spiritual maturity. Peter also says that 
doing these things on an ongoing basis will make you an effective Christian, and 
will make sure that you never fall away from being a Christian (vs. 10). 


James 2:12 Favouritism is sin (vs. 9) and this chapter calls the Christian to treat 
everyone fairly. James tells us that when we follow the golden rule we are doing 
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right (vs. 8). Immediately preceding this command is the statement that breaking 
one point in the law is the same as breaking it all (vs. 9) 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we are to live would be raised when talking about 

- the price some are called to pay in order to serve Jesus 

- the difference in standards between the Christians and nonchristians 
- the armor that enables us to meet every challenge 

- being ready for the second coming 

- the challenge of living in times of oppression 

- how some people are given favour 
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18: COMMANDS ON LOVING GOD 


Deuteronomy 6:5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. 


Deuteronomy 11:1 Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his 
decrees, his laws and his commands always. 


Joshua 22:5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses 
the servant of the LORD gave you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his 
ways, to obey his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your 
heart and all your soul." 


Joshua 23:11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 


Psalms 31:23 Love the LORD, all his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful, but 
the proud he pays back in full. 


Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your 
heart. 


Matthew 22:36-38 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 
{37} Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ {38} This is the first and greatest commandment. 


John 15:9-10 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 


my love. {10} If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 


79 


VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we love God: 


- will be shown love to a thousand generations Exodus 20:6 

- receive rain in season so you can have a good harvest Deuteronomy 11:14 
- you will be given many years Deuteronomy 30:20 
- the LORD will preserve you Psalms 31:23 

- the LORD preserves the faithful Psalms 31:23 

- you will be given the desires of your heart Psalms 37:4 


- the LORD will rescue, protect and answer your prayers Psalms 91:14-15 
- you will be loved by God and God will dwell in you John 14:23 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON LOVING GOD 


What does it mean to love God? How do you know if you really love God? What 
does it mean to love with -all your heart and with 

-all your soul and with — -all your strength? 

Does it take effort to love God? What kind of effort? 


What does it mean to delight in the LORD? What is the significance of the word 
LORD being capitalized? What is the connection between delight and obedience? 
What is the connection between delight and wholehearted action? What does this 
say about how we behave when we are all alone? 


What is the difference, if any, between loving and delighting in God? How do you 
know if you are delighting in God? Does delighting in the Lord change your heart 


so that your desires are acceptable to God, or do you get all your desires? 


What care has to be taken to love God? Is it easy for God to slip off the top spot in 
some areas of your life? What does it mean to remain in his love? 


How do you develop your love for God? How could you love God more? Can you 
love God more without trusting him more? Discuss the other things love always 
does that are listed in 1 Corinthians13:7. 

Apply the phrase “being careful to love God.” to your home, work, recreation, and 


relationships. 


Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON LOVING GOD 


Deuteronomy 6:5 Moses gives the people the Ten Commandments. The people 
respond by asking that Moses deal with God, so they wouldn’t have to. Moses tells 
them that by following these laws and recognizing that God loves them that they 
and their children will understand the majesty of God and will enjoy a long life. 


Deuteronomy 11:1 Moses brings a second copy of the Ten Commandments to the 
people. He tells the people to respect, obey, love, and serve God. He also tells them 
to obey the commands because they are good for you. Moses reminds them that 
their children have not seen all the miracles that they saw, so he calls them to let 
the children see their obedience to God. Moses tells the people that as they obey, 
the land will be even more luxurious than the land of Egypt. 


Joshua 22:5 The Children of Israel have been successful in occupying the 
Promised Land. Now they give cities to the Levites and the two tribes from the 
other side of the Jordan return home. These two tribes create an altar by the Jordan 
to remind everyone of what the Lord has done and that they are all one people. 
Joshua adds this command on loving the Lord. 


Joshua 23:11 Joshua makes a farewell address to the leaders. He tells them of the 
great things God has done for them, and reminds them that they have seen these 
great things. He assures them that God will completely drive out all the nations 
from the Promised Land, but they must be strong and obedient and in particular 
they are not to get involved with the gods of the other nations. Instead they are to 
be very careful to love God. 


Psalms 31:23 David talks about his dealings with people that strongly oppose him. 
In his heart he would like God to be his defense and to put his enemies to shame. 
As he concludes this Psalm, he expresses his confidence that God will keep those 
who are faithful to him. He also says God will deal with those who have a proud 
heart. 


Psalms 37:4 This chapter calls us to draw close to God and then describes the 
wonderful treasures he wants to give us. This command is one expression of the 
theme of this chapter which is that ‘As we patiently trust in God the wicked will be 
dealt with and the righteous vindicated.’ 
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Matthew 22:36-38 This command follows after two attempts to trap Jesus. The 
Pharisees asked if they should pay taxes to Caesar, and the Sadducees asked about 
heaven and what marriage would be like. Jesus replied to each question and then 
told the Pharisees that the greatest command was to love the Lord. 


John 15:9-10 Before giving this command, Jesus shows his love for the people by 
giving the Holy Spirit. Then he shows the importance of being connected to the 
Father as he tells them the parable of the vine and the branches. After giving this 
command, Jesus warns those who follow him. He says people who are not 
Christians will hate them. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

The importance of loving God would be raised when talking about 
- how some are fearful of God 

- how to properly influence your children to serve God 

- all the blessings God has given us 

- how to react to people that strongly oppose you 

- all the things expected of a Christian 

- the importance of being firmly connected to God 
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19: COMMANDS ON MONEY 


Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 
what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you." 


Exodus 22:25 "If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, 
do not be like a moneylender; charge him no interest. 


Leviticus 27:30 "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil 
or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 


Deuteronomy 23:19 Do not charge your brother interest, whether on money or 
food or anything else that may earn interest. 


Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it. 


Matthew 6:19-20 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. {20} But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 


Matthew 22:20-21 and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose 
inscription?" {21} "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar 
what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." 


Luke 12:15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds 
of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 


1 Timothy 6:17-18 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. {18} Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we handle money well: 


- God will open the floodgates of heaven Malachi 3:10 

- you will understand the backing that God provides Mark 6:8-11 

- you will earn the commendation of God. Luke 19:15-17 
- you will understand the value of God being on your side Acts 3:6 

- itis more blessed to give than it is to receive Acts 20:35 


- you will understand that God never leaves nor forsakes Hebrews 13:5 
DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON MONEY 


What does it mean to love money? What is greed? How would you be on guard 
against all kinds of greed? What other kinds of greed are there? 


What is the connection between being free from the love of money and God’s 
commitment “never will I leave you never will I forsake you’? (Hebrews 13:5) 


Discuss the statement that a tithe of everything belongs to the LORD. What is a 
tithe? What are offerings? What freedom do you have with the tithe? 


What does the way you handle money say about your attitude to the poor? How 
large an amount would you lend without charging interest? What are you saying to 
them when you lend without charging interest? 


What treasures have you stored for yourself in heaven so far? How important is it 
to store up for yourself treasures in heaven? How do treasures get to heaven? 
What additional treasures do you want to store there? 

Discuss the special emphasis the Bible puts on the connection between our money 
and how we relate to these three special groups; our brothers, God, and the 


authorities. 


Discuss how doing good deeds, being generous and sharing, helps ensure that our 
hope is in God. 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON MONEY 


Hebrews 13:5 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They cover 
many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each other, to 
be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong and there 
should be no immorality that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate the 
faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for the 
full listing of commands. 


Exodus 22:25 The context deals with disputes arising from the things that belong 
to us. The passage insists that both parties go before a judge. Then the passage 
deals with how we treat people, including such issues as inappropriate sex, the 
treatment of aliens, and how we relate to both God and other rulers. This command 
is in the section dealing with how we treat people. 


Leviticus 27:30 The context declares God’s great favor for obedience and great 
difficulties if you disobey. Chap 27 gives the cost of redeeming various things. 


Deuteronomy 23:19 The people that are able to enter the assembly are identified 
along with those who are banned. It urges great care in approaching God, 
particularly when going to war. Then some miscellaneous laws are given including 
the command before us. 


Malachi 3:10 The prophet begins with the statement that righteous offerings are 
acceptable to God. God will quickly judge others. One cause of unrighteousness is 
the theft of the tithes and offerings, which belong in the local church. After giving 
this command, the prophet reminds the people that they have felt that it doesn’t 
make a difference if you serve God, because evil doers prosper anyway. The 
prophet reminds the people that God is keeping a record, and when he returns the 
distinction will be clear. 


Matthew 6:19-20 Jesus delivers this sermon to his disciples. He tells them that 
they can’t serve two masters. So store up your treasures in heaven and rely on the 
fact that our heavenly master knows what we need. God displays his provisions by 
the way he looks after the birds. The challenge given is to put your best energies 
into God’s kingdom and God says He will look after your interests. 


Matthew 22:20-21 The Pharisees asked if they should pay taxes to Caesar. This 


command is his answer to the trap they set for him. Following this command, the 
Sadducees also try to trap Jesus by asking about heaven and what marriage would 


85 


be like. Jesus replied to each question and then told the Pharisees that the greatest 
command was to love the Lord. 


Luke 12:15 Jesus tells his disciples that the miracles should have been convincing, 
but in fact they are not because spiritual things are spiritually discerned. Then Jesus 
tells them that acts of kindness were acceptable on the Sabbath. Instead of 
discerning the value of this kindness, the Pharisees see the kindness as unlawful. 
They plot to kill Jesus. So Jesus withdrew but he still healed many who followed 
him. The greed of the Pharisees was a greed for power and control. 


1 Timothy 6:17-18 This chapter talks about one’s attitude to money. It includes 
the statements that godliness with contentment is very valuable, and that the love 
of money is the root of all evil. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we deal with money would be raised when talking about 

- the better covenant we have in Jesus 

- how we treat other people 

- the great favor God gives to those who obey fully. 

- the people who are able to enter into God’s fullness 

- the importance of putting your best efforts into the kingdom of God 
- paying taxes 

- the lust for power, or other forms of greed 

- the dangers of being rich 
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20: COMMANDS ON OBEDIENCE TO GOD 


Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age." 


Exodus 19:5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured possession. 


Deuteronomy 13:4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must 
revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 


Joshua 1:8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 
will be prosperous and successful. 


Joshua 23:6 "Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of 
the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 


John 14:15-16 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. {16} And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever- 


John 14:23-24 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. {24} 
He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not 
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 


James 2:10-12 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 
point is guilty of breaking all of it. {11} For he who said, "Do not commit 
adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do 
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. {12} Speak and act as those who 
are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God has for those who obey 


- you will take possession of your inheritance Genesis 22:17-18 

- you will be God’s treasured possession, Exodus 19:5-6 

- your children will serve God Exodus 19:5-6 

- you will be made holy, Exodus 19:5-6 

- you will enjoy long life Deuteronomy 6:1-2 
- you will prosper and be kept alive Deuteronomy 6:24 


- you will receive mercy and compassion from God. Deuteronomy 13:17-18 
- you will be above others in praise, fame and honor Deuteronomy 26:18-19 


- God will honor you 1 Samuel 2:30 

- your children will be mighty Psalms 112:1-3 

- you will gain knowledge and wisdom Psalms 119:96-100 
- you will have great peace Psalms 119:165 

- God will give you the Holy Spirit to be with you. John 14:15-16 

- God will make his home with you John 14:23 

- you will have peace Philippians 4:9 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON OBEDIENCE 


Discuss how meditating on the statutes helped Joshua obey. How would it help 
you to obey? 


Is it possible to revere God without obeying Him? Why would God tell Joshua to 
be careful to obey? Can you obey without loving God? How do you ensure that 
your actions come from a heart of love? 


Can you become a disciple of Jesus without obeying Jesus? How do you begin to 
obey? Do you have to know all the commands to begin to obey? Compare the 
process of learning to obey to how a child learns to obey their parents. 


How quickly do you need to obey? Can you take time to wonder if a particular 
command relates to the situation? Do you obey if you wait for a while and get 
some advice before you decide? What role does the Holy Spirit play in obedience? 
How does the grace of God relate to the command of Jesus to teach obedience? 
What area is the call to be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written 


challenging for you? What is the significance of the word all? 
Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON OBEDIENCE TO GOD 


Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus had risen from the dead. The angels came and rolled 
away the stone, and comforted the two Marys. The eleven disciples were told to 
gather on the mountain, where Jesus appeared to them all again. He gave them this 
commission to be his messengers to the world. They were to preach, baptize and 
teach. The teaching curriculum is the commands of Jesus, which is the subject of 
this book. 


Exodus 19:5 Moses had tried to handle all the issues of Israel by himself. To do it 
he sent away his wife and family, but his father-in-law came and gave him better 
directions. Then Moses went up Mount Sinai, and God gave him proper direction 
for the people. God gives this command to tell them that obedience to the proper 
directions will result in the people being a treasured possession and things will go 
well. 


Deuteronomy 13:4 Moses gives the laws regarding the way to worship. He tells 
them to be united, and not to do their own thing. Several other principles are given 
including care for the Levites. Then Moses cautions them from following anyone 
who gives different directions. The ones to be particularly careful about are those 
who make predictions and tell you to follow different Gods. This forms the context 
of the command on obedience. 


Joshua 23:6 This section is part of Joshua’s farewell address to the Children of 
Israel before he dies. He reminded the officials that they have seen great things 
that God has done. He assures them that God will still drive out the nations in their 
territory and emphasized it by telling them that one will rout a thousand because 
God is with them. Their part is to be very strong and obedient, and not to be 
involved with the gods of these alien nations. They are to love God. 

Joshua also declares to them that if they turn away from God, then God will 
no longer fight for them, and these nations will be a snare to them. 


John 14:15-16 Jesus does several things to bring comfort to the disciples. He 
washes their feet, tells them about his upcoming death and predicts that Peter will 
deny him three times. Then Jesus comforted the disciples by telling them about 
heaven. Both Thomas and Philip ask about the way to heaven and Jesus comforts 
them by telling them they could ask anything, and he would see that it was done. 
This command reminds us that as we love and obey him that He will send the Holy 
Spirit to comfort us. 


89 


John 14:23-24 Jesus builds on the context of John 14:15-16 by telling them to 
remain connected to God, like a branch is connected to the tree. Then their joy 
would be complete. 


James 2:10-12 Favoritism is sin (vs. 9) and this chapter calls the Christian to treat 
everyone equally. James tells us that when we follow the golden rule we are doing 
right (vs. 8). Immediately preceding this command is the statement that breaking 
one point in the law is the same as breaking it all (vs. 9) 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Obedience would be raised when talking about 

- the response to the things you are taught 

- what it takes to be God’s treasured possession 

- the importance of being united rather than doing your own thing 
- the essentials needed to ensure God’s extravagant support 

- receiving and being connected to the Holy Spirit 

- the importance of every instruction of God. 
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21: COMMANDS ON PARENTING 


Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not turn from it. 


Exodus 12:26-27 And when your children ask you, 'What does this ceremony 
mean to you?' {27} then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who 
passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he 
struck down the Egyptians."" Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 


Deuteronomy 6:6-9 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts. {7} Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
{8} Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. {9} 
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 


Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing 
party to his death. 


Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will bring 
delight to your soul. 


Joel 1:3 Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and 
their children to the next generation. 


Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 


2 Corinthians 12:14 Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not 
be a burden to you, because what I want is not your possessions but you. After all, 
children should not have to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 


Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in 
the training and instruction of the Lord. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessing of God as we parent well. 


- you gain hope Proverbs 19:18 
- your children will return to the ways they were taught Proverbs 22:6 
- there will be peace in your soul Proverbs 29:17 
- there will be delight in your life Proverbs 29:17 
- your children will learn to respect God Ephesians 6:4 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON PARENTING 


Discuss the role of a parent and the command to pass on your heritage as expressed 
by these phrases: 

-tell them, 

-impress them on your children, 

-talk about them 

-when you sit and when you walk, 


Why would your heritage be important to pass on? Are there parts of your heritage 
that are more important to pass on than other parts? Which are the important parts? 


How do you impress the stories of God’s faithfulness on your children so that the 
stories are on their heart as well as on yours? What is the role of grandparents? 


Discuss the connection between lack of discipline and being a willing party to his 
death. How does their personality help determine the kind of discipline you use? 
Can you be too strict? What does it mean to exasperate your children? How do 
you determine the proper balance between gentleness and firmness? 


What does it mean to let the little children come to Jesus? How would you hinder 
them from coming to Jesus? Can you bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord without regular church attendance and involvement? 

What responsibility do you have for the spiritual training of your children, and 


what can you leave to the church to do? What parts of training can be delegated, 
and which parts are vital for the parent to do? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON PARENTING 


Proverbs 22:6 The writer starts this chapter with the statement that a good 
reputation is of utmost value. He says a wise man sees the dangers and he takes 
action to avoid the dangers. Just before this command is the statement that there 
are difficulties in every life, but the one who protects his soul avoids the dangers. 


Exodus 12:26-27 The exodus from Egypt is recorded in this section. Along with 
the historical details, you have this command to tell the story in great detail to the 
children. An elaborate celebration is set up to ensure that the children know the 
details. 


Deuteronomy 6:6-9 Moses tells the people the ten commands that God has given 
him. He tells them to be careful to obey all these laws. Before he gives them this 
command, he tells them that their children will respect God if they keep the laws of 
God. 


Proverbs 19:18 Following this command the author tells us the tragedies of a 
person who is easily angered. He tells us that wisdom is passed on as people are 
trained to follow the advice of the elders. Later the author tells us that a genuine 
respect for the LORD brings contentment and freedom from trouble. 


Proverbs 29:17 The verses leading up to this command tell us that wisdom is 
transmitted through correction. It says that the righteous will live to see the 
downfall of the wicked. 


Joel 1:3 Joel’s message from the LORD is to weep because a nation has been laid 
waste. The joy has left. He tells the parents to make sure that the children 
understand that this is a spiritual issue and not simply a social issue. He tells the 
people that they should assemble and fast and cry out to the LORD. The day of the 
LORD 1s great; but it is also dreadful and who can endure it? So return to God with 
all your heart. He is gracious, compassionate and slow to anger. He may return to 
you. Call a sacred fast, gather the people. The priests should weep for the people. 


Matthew 19:14 Jesus teaches several things about how we relate to a neighbor. He 
teaches that one who sins against you should be restored gently. He teaches that 
just as we have been forgiven, we need to forgive. He teaches that the greatest sin 
against a marriage is unfaithfulness. He teaches that wealth needs to be shared with 
the poor. All these teachings on neighbors set the context for this command to 
include the children. 
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2 Corinthians 12:14 Paul describes his relationship to the church. He tells them 
that he is an apostle, and is ready to visit them again. He compares his role to that 
of a parent, hence this command. Following this command he tells them that he 
would give them all he has and use all his energy for their benefit. 


Ephesians 6:4 The previous chapter and this one form a unit which discusses the 
responsibilities and ministries which make a home a success. It starts with the 
husband/wife relationship and says that the husband is to love his wife and the wife 
is to respect her husband. Then the focus shifts to the relationship to the children. 
Before this command which is directed to the fathers, there is the command for the 
children to honor their parents. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 
Parenting would be raised when talking about 
- the value of a good reputation 

- passing on the heritage we have 

- keeping the laws of God 

- how wisdom is passed on 

- the tragedy of being easily angered 

- the ability of children to differentiate between social and spiritual issues 
- being a good neighbor 

- the responsibility to provide for a child 

- the relationships within a home 
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22: COMMANDS ON HOW WE RELATE TO THE POOR 


Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to 
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 


Exodus 22:25-27 "If you lend money to one of my people among you who is 
needy, do not be like a moneylender; charge him no interest. 


Leviticus 19:15 "Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or 
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 


Isaiah 1:17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the 
cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every 
yoke? {7} Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn 
away from your own flesh and blood? 


Luke 7:22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you 
have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached 
to the poor. 


Luke 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me." 


Romans 12:13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 


Hebrews 13:3 Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and 
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 


1 Timothy 5:16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her family, she 


should help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church 
can help those widows who are really in need. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we relate well to the poor: 


- you will be honoring God Proverbs 14:31 

- God says he owes you Proverbs 19:17 

- you will lack nothing Proverbs 28:27 

- there is a security in your life Proverbs 29:14 

- the Lord will protect and restore you from illness Psalms 41:1-3 

- your life will have a purity about it Luke 11:41 

- you will be blessed by God Luke 14:13-14 

- you will have a good reputation Acts 9:36-39 

- your prayers are like a memorial offering Acts 10:4, 31 

- you will be known as being righteous 2 Corinthians 9:9 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON THE POOR 


Discuss the fact that Jesus validated his ministry by describing the way he related 
to the disadvantaged. Tell of a couple other ways that Jesus showed the importance 
of relating well to the disadvantaged. Discuss the idea that Isaiah talks about this 
sacrifice as a form of fasting. Why is working with the poor a sacrifice? Are you 
ever too poor to be one who ministers to the poor? 


Can you do right! if you do not seek justice, encourage the oppressed, defend the 
cause of the fatherless, and plead the case of the widow. 
Discuss the connection between hospitality and treating the poor correctly. 


What are some of the ways in which disadvantaged people are denied justice? How 
familiar are you with the issues of justice for others who are disadvantaged? 


Discuss the direction of Jesus to give it to the poor (Luke 18:22). Would it have 
been better if the money had been given to some ‘worthwhile’ ministry? Is giving 
to the poor a worthwhile ministry? 


Discuss the focus of these commands on these special groups: those in prison, 
oppressed, fatherless, widow, poor, needy, hungry, naked, your own flesh and 


blood. Is it easier to respond to needs that are far away than needs in your own 
family? Is it easier to give money than to involve yourself in helping them? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT ON THE COMMANDS ON DEALING WITH THE POOR 


Matthew 7:12 Before giving the golden rule, Jesus compared God’s pattern of 
consistently giving good gifts to anyone who asks to the gifts we give the ones we 
dearly love. Jesus followed the golden rule with the statement that the road to 
heaven is a narrow road and only a few attain to its standards. 


Exodus 22:25-27 The context deals with disputes arising from the things that 
belong to us. The passage insists that both parties go before a judge. Then the 
passage deals with how we treat people, including such issues as inappropriate sex, 
the treatment of aliens, and how we relate to both God and other rulers. This 
command is in the section dealing with how we treat people. 


Leviticus 19:15 This command is preceded by the call to set yourself apart and be 
holy. We are told to do this because our God is holy. Commands about how to 
treat parents, the Sabbath, and on idols are given. All of these set the platform so 
our sacrifices will be acceptable. 


Isaiah 1:17 Isaiah is telling the vision God gave him about Israel in one of its 
darkest hours. He describes their sinfulness and the devastation that has come 
upon them. He says their whole nation is laid waste by strangers and even asks the 
question, why they want to be beaten like they are. Here is the explanation that 
God gives: their sacrifices are meaningless, their prayers are not reaching God’s 
heart because their hands are full of blood. This command is the answer to their 
tragic situation. Isaiah tells them that as they follow this command, that their sins 
will be like wool. 

The once faithful nation has become like a harlot. God’s solution is to turn 
against Israel in order to thoroughly purge the sin. And then they would become a 
nation of righteousness. Isaiah says Zion will be redeemed with righteousness. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 Isaiah is told to declare that the people are in rebellion even though 
they believe they are following God. They have forgotten the requirement of doing 
what is right. They have fasted, but their fast really was just a diet and Isaiah tells 
them that God doesn’t head that kind of fasting. Isaiah tells them that the fasting 
God is looking for from them is that they help others. Isaiah tells them that then 
God says he will quickly hear their prayers. 

They are told to stop pointing fingers, and stop malicious talk and help the 
poor. Then there is the promise that the LORD will guide them and they will have 
abundance. Honouring the Sabbath is also included as an important part of finding 
a proper relationship with God. 
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Luke 7:22 John the Baptist learned that Jesus had raised the widow’s son from the 
dead. His response was to send two of his disciples to ask Jesus if he were the 
Christ. This command is the way Jesus validated himself 


Luke 18:22 Before telling the rich ruler to give to the poor, Jesus told the parable 
of the persistent widow, and taught that righteous people don’t look down on poor 
people. Then he encouraged the little children to come to him. The final thing Luke 
records before giving this command 1s the principle that every sacrifice for the sake 
of the kingdom earns a reward both in this life and in heaven. 


Romans 12:13 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Hebrews 13:3 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They cover 
many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each other, to 
be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong and there 
should be no immorality, that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate the 
faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for the 
full listing of commands. 


1 Timothy 5:16 This command is set in the context of how we are to treat others 
within the church. Older people are not to be treated harshly (vs. 1), widows are to 
be given proper respect and care (vs. 3-6), and the general responsibility for ones 
relatives is given (vs. 8-15). Another command relates to how elders and pastors 
are to be treated (vs. 18-19). 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we relate to the disadvantaged would be raised when talking about 
- calling a people to return to God 

- how other are treated particularly when there are disputes 

- the standard of Christian living 

- true holiness 

- how to be sure you are not deceiving yourself 

- how to be sure your faith is solid 

- how to treat children 

- the living sacrifices expected of every Christian 

- the new covenant under Christ 

- how people within the church (particularly elderly) are to be treated 
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23: COMMANDS ON PRAISE AND WORSHIP 


1 Chronicles 16:34 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures 
forever. 


Psalms 64:10 Let the righteous rejoice in the LORD and take refuge in him; let all 
the upright in heart praise him! 


Psalms 66:8 Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 
Psalms 99:5 Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy. 


Psalms 100:1-4 A psalm. For giving thanks. Shout for joy to the LORD, all the 
earth. {2} Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
{3} Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, the sheep of his pasture. {4} Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 


Psalms 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is 
exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 


Psalms 149:3 Let them praise his name with dancing and make music to him with 
tambourine and harp. 


Isaiah 42:12 Let them give glory to the LORD and proclaim his praise in the 
islands. 


Luke 4:8 Jesus answered, "It is written: "Worship the Lord your God and serve 
him only." 


Hebrews 13:15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise--the fruit of lips that confess his name. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we worship him freely 


- God dwells in your praises Psalms 22:3 

- you will see the salvation of God Psalms 50:23 

- your soul will be satisfied Psalms 63:4-5 

- you are at your best when we praise God Psalms 147:1 

- you will understand God’s will for your life Romans 12:1, 2 

- you will be pleased with God’s will for your life Romans 12:1, 2 

- you will be able to comfort those in trouble 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP 


Discuss the reasons given to praise the Lord: -for He is good, -His love endures 
forever, -his name is exalted, -his splendor is above the earth, -he is our refuge, - 
he is holy, 

elaborate on some of these. Does praise have to be spontaneous or can you 
rehearse it. Can praise be repeated in other settings? 


Think about the following phrases as they relate to our attitude/emotions while 
worshiping. ‘-Thanks, -joy, -gladness, -joyful songs, -praise, -rejoice, -burst into 
song’. Can we worship absent mindedly or with an attitude of indifference ? 


Could worshiping in difficult circumstances make worship more meaningful? 
Could that be one reason that the Bible includes the story of Peter and Silas 
worshiping in prison? Are there settings where you find it difficult to worship? 
What would it take to give a sacrifice of praise in that setting? 


What preparation are you to make for corporate worship? What does it mean to 
enter his gates with thanksgiving? Should you give thanks for specific things, or 
for the general nature of God? Can you worship God appropriately without 
preparing for praise and worship? Would God appreciate your preparation? 


How loud does praise have to be to let the sound of his praise be heard? Discuss 
the loudness of praise in light of the command shout for joy? Discuss how fo let 


the sound of his praise be heard. How responsible are we to let others know our 
praise? Would God want us to share his praise? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON PRAISE AND WORSHIP 


1 Chronicles 16:34 The Ark of the Covenant had been captured by the Philistines 
and now was being returned. The context is the final leg of the journey back to 
Jerusalem. David had prepared elaborately for the return, the priests and Levites 
had consecrated themselves, and they sang joyful songs. They sacrificed on this 
occasion too. When all was done, David wrote a psalm of thanks and praise to 
God. This command is the instruction to the people as they celebrate this joyous 
occasion. 


Psalms 64:10 In this Psalm, David recounts the conspiracy of evil workers, and 
how successful they seem to be. But then he turns his attention to what God will 
do, and he expresses his confidence once again. This command is his conclusion to 
the matter. 


Psalms 66:8 The writer begins by declaring that the things God does are awesome. 
Then he comes to the command before us. In this Psalm, he also says that God 
tested him by putting him into prison. The theme of the Psalm is that “God has 
tested and refined us, and as we look at his deeds we respond 1n praise” 


Psalms 99:5 This is a Psalm of praise. The theme is “Let us worship our God who 
reigns, for he is holy, mighty, loves justice, and is forgiving.” It is in this context 
that the command to exalt the Lord is given. 


Psalms 100:1-4 This command is almost the entire Psalm. The theme is ‘be joyful 
in praising God for he is good, faithful and loving.” 


Psalms 148:13 The theme of this Psalm is “God created everything, so everything 
should praise him.” The Psalm tells many parts of the creation of God to praise 
God. 


Psalms 149:3 The psalm starts with the theme that every expression should be 
used to bring praise to the LORD. It also asks that they may speak out praise and 
carry the word of the LORD. The word of the Lord will bring judgment to the 
people. It says God is glorified in this way. 


Isaiah 42:12 This section of Isaiah is filled with promise: the promise that 
everyone will see the glory of the Lord, and the promise that you will be 
strengthened and defended. It is a section that also looks forward to the coming of 
Jesus and says he will be the champion of justice, and that he has called his people 
to righteousness. This is the background of the command to give glory to our Lord. 
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Luke 4:8 Jesus had experienced a tremendous victory as he was baptized. The 
heavens opened and God showed his pleasure. Then Jesus spent 40 days fasting, 
communing with God. But the devil was also present during that time, trying to 
defeat Jesus before he got started. During one of the recorded temptations of Jesus, 
Jesus came back to this command as his reply, defense, and direction. 


Hebrews 13:15 These commands are in the final set of commands of the book of 
Hebrews that tells us of the better covenant we have in Jesus Christ. They cover 
many topics. Some of the other commands in this passage are to love each other, to 
be hospitable, to remember those in jail, that marriage should be strong and there 
should be no immorality, that greed should not be part of one’s life, to imitate the 
faith of your leaders, to praise God and to pray for leaders. See the chapter for the 
full listing of commands. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Praise and worship would be raised when talking about 
- being in the presence of the sacred things of God 

- the right response when we see the success of those who do evil things 
- the right response to testing and refining 

- the character of God 

- the fact that God created everything 

- every expression we make 

- the victories we look forward to including heaven 

- being tempted 

- the new covenant we have in Jesus 


102 


24: COMMANDS ON PRAYER 


Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 


1 Chronicles 16:11 Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 


2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 


Isaiah 55:6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 


Jeremiah 29:12-13 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. {13} You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. 


Matthew 5:44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 


Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father, who is unseen. Then you’re Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 


Mark 11:24-25 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. {25} And when you stand praying, if you 
hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may 
forgive you your sins." 


Romans 12:12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 


2 Thessalonians 3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 


James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we pray: 


- God will heal your land 2 Chronicles 7:14 
- God will listen to you Jeremiah 29:12 

- you will be seen as a child of God Matthew 5:44-45 
- God will reward you Matthew 6:6 

- God will answer you Matthew 21:22 

- you will have peace Philippians 4:7 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON PRAYER 


Why would God give us the invitation to pray to him? How is praying good for 
you? What is the connection between praying and the peace of God? 


Why did the disciples want Jesus to teach (them) how to pray? How would you 
teach a new Christian to pray? 


What does it mean to be faithful in prayer? If you pray the same prayer again, 
does it mean you don’t have faith? What about the story of the persistent widow 
(Luke 18)? When is it right to stop praying about an issue that concerns you? 


How do you humble yourself? What does it mean to seek my face? Discuss the 
significance of the fact that God added these two features to the steps Solomon 
suggested so that God could commune freely again. (See the context of 2 
Chronicles 7:14) 


Discuss the command to pray for the following special people: your enemies, 
those who mistreat you (Luke 6:28), the success of other ministers, each other. 


Discuss how thanksgiving affects your prayers? 

How important is it to take time for confession in our prayers? What does it mean 
to hallow his name? What does it mean to pray that his kingdom come? How is the 
Lord’s Prayer a pattern for you? 

Why would Jesus have told the disciples to tarry? What is the value of longer 


times in prayer? Is it easy to cast your burdens on the LORD in a short prayer? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT ON THE COMMANDS ON PRAYER 


Philippians 4:6-7 Paul recognizes that nobody has a perfect life; instead we press 
to the prize of the high calling that Jesus has given us. Paul describes the journey to 
maturity, and tells us that it includes celebration. This command is another 
essential part of the road to peace. 


1 Chronicles 16:11 The Ark of the Covenant had been captured by the Philistines 
and now was being returned. The context is the final leg of the journey back to 
Jerusalem. David had prepared elaborately for the return, the priests and Levites 
had consecrated themselves, and they sang joyful songs. They also sacrificed on 
this occasion. When all was done, David wrote a psalm of thanks and praise to 
God. This command is the instruction to the people as they celebrate this joyous 
occasion. 


2 Chronicles 7:14 The temple has been finished and dedicated. The dedication is 
extensive and elaborate. 2 Chronicles 6:26, 27 records Solomon’s prayer. In it he 
asks God if; when the heavens are shut up that if the people respond by praying, 
confessing, and repenting, then would God forgive and send rain. This command 
is God’s answer and you see the important additions that God asks for, namely 
humility, and seeking his face. 


Isaiah 55:6 This section of Isaiah talks of the future glory of Israel. It includes 
such thoughts, as every barren woman will rejoice. Following that thinking is the 
invitation for every one who is thirsty to come and drink freely. And the nations 
around will come because of the splendor of what God is doing for Israel. That is 
the background to this command. 


Jeremiah 29:12-13 The false prophet Hananiah has just prophesied that the Lord 
would break the bondage of Nebuchadnezzar. God told Jeremiah to correct 
Hananiah, and also to tell the people to settle down, build houses, live normally. 
They should work for the prosperity of the nation of Babylon. Jeremiah also tells 
the people that God’s plans for them include hope and a great future. The condition 
of the great promise in Jeremiah 29:11 is contained in this command 


Matthew 5:44 & 6:6 This instruction on prayer is in the sermon Jesus gave to his 
disciples. It follows his instructions to build a reputation for integrity; not to resist 


evil with violence; to love your enemies; and give to the needy. 


Mark 11:25 Mark tells of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The 
significant event was when Jesus cleared the temple of the buyers and sellers and 
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moneychangers. He declared that his house should be a house of prayer. Mark 
then tells of Jesus and the disciples returning past the fig tree that Jesus had cursed 
earlier that day. Peter draws their attention to how withered the tree is, and Jesus 
responds with the command to have faith in God and gives them the assurance that 
they will get whatever they pray for. This is the background for this command on 
forgiveness. 


Romans 12:12 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


2 Thessalonians 3:1 The church is experiencing a growing faith, increasing love 
and is persevering in suffering. They are asked to pray for Paul and not to tire of 
doing good. 


James 5:16 This chapter talks about responding to ill-gotten wealth (vs. 6). James 
says to be patient because the second coming is near (vs. 8). He also says not to 
grumble because the judgment day is coming (vs. 9). This command on prayer is 
given in the context of the struggle some have when they see the wicked 
prospering. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Prayer would be raised when talking about 

- the essential elements of pressing to spiritual maturity 
- being in the presence of the sacred things of God 

- the steps to restoring a good relationship with God 

- the future glory we will have 

- the conditions for realizing the great hope God has for our future 
- genuine communication with God 

- how to relate to those who wrong you 

- the fundamental characteristic of the church 

- the living sacrifices expected of every Christian 

- the desire to see the work of God spread rapidly 

- the fact that the wicked seem to prosper 
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25: COMMANDS ON RELATIONSHIPS 


Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
{13} Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 


Matthew 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, {24} leave your gift there 
in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 
your gift. 


Luke 6:28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

Luke 6:31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. {35} By this all men will know that you are my 


disciples, if you love one another." 


Romans 14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters. 


Romans 14:15 If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no 
longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ 
died. 


Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 
restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 


Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ God forgave you. 


1 John 3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but 
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we have good relationships: 


- God commands his blessing where there is unity Psalms 133 

- you will win the favor of God and man Proverbs 3:4 
- you will obtain mercy Matthew 5:7 
- you will obtain a great reward Luke 6:35 

- others will recognize you as one of God’s disciples John 13:35 

- helps make you effective and productive in your faith 2 Peter 1:8 

- God helps keep you from falling 2 Peter 1:10 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON RELATIONSHIPS 


Describe the importance God puts to good relationships. What does the command 
to restore relations and then come and offer your gift to God say about the 
importance of good relations? 


Who is responsible to try to restore good relationships? What does ‘who 1s at fault’ 
play in the question? Whose fault is it that there was something for the Lord to 
forgive you? 


How can you bless those who curse you? Is it easy to pray for those who mistreat 
you? Make up a prayer for those who mistreat you without using the word bless or 
help. Is prayer a good place to begin the restoration process? 


Describe how compassion relates to bearing with one another. Discuss the same 
question for kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 


How do you accept someone whose faith is weak without condoning the sin? How 
do you show that you have accepted them even though they continue to do things 
that you don’t approve of? 


Plan a way to restore a person who has sinned without minimizing that sin. What 
roles would they have in the church? How should the people in the church, or those 
who are aware of the issue, react? 


Discuss the special emphasis the Bible places on your relationship with: each 


other, your brother, those who curse you, those who are weak in the faith, and 
those caught in a sin. Why would it be necessary to focus on these relationships? 


Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON RELATIONSHIPS 


Colossians 3:12-13 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves 
in chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life 1s “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23, 24). 

This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 


Matthew 5:23-24 Before giving this command, Jesus tells his disciples that being 
angry with someone puts you in danger of the fires of hell. 


Luke 6:28-31 Jesus had spent a night praying and then he chose his disciples. 
Jesus showed his disciples his power by healing several people. Then Jesus taught 
them the basic principles of the kingdom. These principles start with the beatitudes 
(see also Matthew 5) 

One teaching is that love cannot have boundaries. Love needs to extend to 
ones enemies, and should follow the principle that we love others like we would 
like to be loved. 


John 13:34 John describes the action of washing the feet of the disciples as one 
that shows “the full extent” of the love Jesus had for them. Jesus urged his 
disciples to follow this pattern. Then with a troubled heart, Jesus showed that Judas 
would betray him. Nonetheless, Jesus gives them this command that they should 
love one another He also declares that love is the true symbol of Christianity. 


Romans 14:1 & 15 Preceding this command is the call to make a sacrifice of the 
option to focus on our wants and put effort into actively loving others. (Romans 
13:8-14). Chapter 15 urges us to give up limiting ourselves to a close circle of 
friends and actively seek to be a friend to Christians who are weaker in their faith. 
The nine living sacrifices that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 
=. 1S; 


Galatians 6:1 Paul reminds us that as we live by the spirit, the fruit of the spirit 
grows in us. He urges us to develop this fruit. On that background, Paul gives this 
command urging us to restore someone who sins, and do it gently. This is an 
opportunity for some more fruit to grow. 
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Ephesians 4:32 This section deals with living as children of God. Paul describes 
the way the “aliens” live and says they are darkened in their understanding. But the 
child of God lives by a different standard characterized by such things as kindness, 
compassion, forgiveness, and love. He sums up the Christian life by telling them to 
be an imitator of God. 

He also gives a list of things to get rid of such as lying, anger, giving the 
devil a foothold, stealing, talking in an unwholesome manner, grieving the Holy 
Spirit. Paul puts this command on relationships. In this context 

Paul also tells them not to let the clever words of some people, deceive them 
into thinking they are doing what is right. That is the trap they lived in before, but 
now they have seen the light. He urges them to be careful to live to please the 
Lord; and to make the most of every opportunity. 


1 John 3:17 John starts this chapter with the reminder that God will come again 
(vs. 2). And on this foundation, he declares his expectation that Christians will 
purify themselves (vs. 3) do what is right (vs. 10) and love each other (vs. 10). He 
uses the death of Jesus as an example of what love for each other means (vs. 16). 
Then John gives this command. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

The way we relate to others would be raised when talking about 
- holiness 

- how anger puts one in danger of hell 

- the people you know are betraying you 

- the living sacrifices every Christian is called to make 

- how you can act so you grow in the fruit of the Spirit 

- the different characteristics expected of Christians 

- the second coming of Jesus 
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26: COMMANDS ON RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Ephesians 5:1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 


Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 


Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act 


of worship. 


Romans 12:11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord. 


Romans 13:14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not 
think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 


1 Corinthians 16:13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; 
be strong. 


Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 


Galatians 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the sinful nature. 


Ephesians 5:11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them. 


Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 


James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings of God as we live righteously: 


- you will be fruitful and prosperous Psalms 1:3 

- you will dwell in the house of the Lord Psalms 15:1-2 
- your children will be mighty in the land Psalms 112:2 

- you will enjoy good will, and be remembered forever Psalms 112:6 

- you will not be afraid of bad news Psalms 112:7 

- God will make your pathway straight Proverbs 11:5 
- you will be rescued from trouble Proverbs 11:8 
- you will enjoy the favor of the people Acts 2:47 

- your actions become an offering to God Acts 10:4 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON RIGHTEOUSNESS 


What is the difference between the righteousness that God gives us and our 
righteous behavior? 


What does it mean to imitate God? Is that too lofty a goal? How does a child 
imitate a parent? Discuss the phrase, imitate as dearly loved children. 


Discuss the challenges to being righteous and the effort that is expected of us in 
light of the following phrases that the Bible uses to talk about righteousness: be 
strong, living sacrifices, never be lacking in zeal, and, be on your guard. 


How do you keep your spiritual fervor high? How would a zealous Christian 
behave? How do you balance legalism with the freedom that Christ has set us 
free? Can the law bring freedom? What does freedom mean? 


Describe some of the fruitless deeds of darkness. How can you have nothing to do 
with the deeds of darkness if you are still going to live in our society? What does it 
mean to be strong in the LORD? What is the role of the Holy Spirit in directing 
you? 


What does it mean to clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ? Describe 
righteousness in terms of the characteristics of Christ. 


Can you know about righteousness and not be righteous? How easy is it to deceive 
yourself about being righteous? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON RIGHTEOUSNESS 


Ephesians 5:1 Paul reminds us of our position in Christ and urges that we live up to 
it. He tells us that God has given the church gifts so that we would be united and 
mature. So, we should be characterized by being kind, compassionate forgiving 
etc. In other words, we should live out the command to be an imitator of God. 


Matthew 6:33 Jesus tells his disciples that they can’t serve two masters. He uses 
the location of our treasure as the indicator of which master we are serving. For 
those who are his disciples he adds that they should not worry, but rely on the fact 
that God knows what we need. Jesus sums up these by giving this command 
describing the focus for successful living. 


Romans 12:1 This is the introduction to three chapters that give nine sacrifices 
that are described as part of our normal worship. The first sacrifice is giving up the 
option of following the thinking patterns of our society and adopt the thinking 
patterns of a Christian (Romans 12:2). 


Romans 12:11 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Romans 13:14 Preceding this command is the call to make a sacrifice of the 
freedom to criticize those in authority over you, and instead recognize them as 
God’s servants (Romans 13:1-7). Following this command is the call to make a 
sacrifice of expecting perfection from those around you and choose to actively 
support the weak (Romans 14:1-23). The nine living sacrifices that we are 
expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Corinthians 16:13 Paul tells the church what Timothy and Apollo are doing and 
how they are to react to each of them. Then he gives this command on righteous 
living. He tells them to do everything in love and then tells them how to treat 
several other people as well. 


Galatians 5:1 There are several passages that deal with the transition from the old 
covenant of law to the new covenant where the Holy Spirit of God directs us. He 
compares the two to being under a slave women or a free woman. He tells the 
people to get rid of the slave woman for they will never share in the inheritance of 
God. This is the background on which Paul gives this command. 
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Galatians 5:16 This builds on the context of Galatians 5:1 and puts more emphasis 
upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit rather than the letter of the law. In this part 
Paul also warns them that a little of the old covenant will be like yeast and it will 
work its way through their whole life. 


Ephesians 5:11 Paul ends chapter 4 with the instruction to be kind, compassionate 
and forgiving. This chapter starts with the instruction to imitate God by living a 
life of love. With this background, he urges that there should not even be the hint 
of sin. That means that there should not even be the suspicion that secret lives are 
being led. This command pulls these ideas together. 


Ephesians 6:10 Paul builds on the context for Ephesians 5:11 as he applies those 
principles to the relationships between husband and wife, parents and children, 
employer and employee. To bring it all to a conclusion, he lays out the tools of our 
faith which he characterizes as armor. This command introduces these tools of our 
faith. 


James 1:22 James tells us that the proper handling and perspective on trials brings 
one to maturity (vs. 2-4). He tells us to ask God for the wisdom to see this (vs. 5) 
and says the one who perseveres through the trial will be blessed (vs. 12). This 
command is given in the midst of this treatment of trials. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

The standard of righteousness would be raised when talking about 
- our position in Christ 

- serving God alone 

- the living sacrifices every Christian is called to make 

- how leaders are to treat each other 

- the standards under the new covenant 

- being sensitive to the Holy Spirit who guides in all righteousness 
- imitating God 

- the relationships within a household 

- how to handle trials well 


114 


27; COMMANDS ON SPIRITUAL LIFE 


Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only 
in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, 


1 Timothy 4:13-16 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. {14} Do not neglect your gift, which was 
given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on 
you. {15} Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress. {16} Watch your life and doctrine closely. 
Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers. 


Hebrews 12:5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses 
you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose 
heart when he rebukes you, 


1 Peter 1:14-15 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 
when you lived in ignorance. {15} But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy 


in all you do; 


1 Peter 5:9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your 
brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 


2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 


Revelation 3:11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings that God gives as your spiritual life is in order: 


- you will be fruitful and prosperous Psalms 1:3 

- you will dwell in the house of the Lord Psalms 15:1 

- you will enjoy good will and be remembered forever Psalms 112:6 
- you will not be afraid of bad news Psalms 112:7 
- God makes your pathway straight Proverbs 11:5 
- you will be rescued from trouble Proverbs 11:8 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON 
OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 


If salvation was accomplished on the cross, then why do I have to work out my 
salvation? What have fear and trembling got to do with working out my 
salvation? In what ways should someone be able to see your progress? Do you 
ever get to the point where it is done? 

What advantage is there in the public reading of scripture? How does this 
contribute to your spiritual life? Discuss how reading the scripture is part of saving 
both yourself and your hearers. 


How does the Lord’s discipline encourage you? How does the Lord discipline 
people? How do the difficulties of life relate to God’s discipline? Did any of these 
difficulties come as a surprise to God? 


Describe holiness. Does the command to be holy, just as he who called you is holy 
set too high a standard? Describe the holiness of Jesus. Does holiness describe 
what you do, or what you don’t do? 


How do you resist the devil? How does knowing that others have battled with the 
same issue help you? How does the testimony of others encourage you? 


How does growing in the grace of God, and knowledge of God result in growth? 
How do you grow in the grace of God? Why would God command you to grow in 
both grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? What is the 
difference between grace and knowledge? How does this teaching compare to the 
teaching of James on the connection between faith and works (see James 2)? 


Write down the area that you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 


Philippians 2:12 Paul declares that the chains he is being held by, are for the sake 
of the gospel, He also declares that many have seen his approach to the chains and 
have become bolder in their faith. While declaring that living for Christ is a 
satisfying life, he also says that dying for Christ is even better. Paul declares his 
situation as a background to giving this command. 


1 Timothy 4:13-16 Paul warns that in the last days some will lose their faith 
because of false teachings (vs. 1). He gives examples of some false teaching. 
Timothy is told to point out these false teachings (vs. 6) and to work to help people 
put their faith in Jesus (vs. 10). This command is set in the context of how easy it is 
for some to abandon their faith. 


Hebrews 12:5 This chapter uses the faith hall of fame in the preceding chapter to 
declare the expectation that Christians should follow God with vigor. Vs. 2 says 
Jesus is our example and he endured great hardship. This command builds on that 
reality. Vs. 7 tells us to recognize hardship as the discipline of God. 


1 Peter 1:14-15 Peter writes this to those who fled from religious persecution. He 
prays that they will experience the grace and peace of God (vs. 2) and tells them 
that it is because of God’s mercy that they are Christians (vs. 3). They are 
encouraged to rejoice in this faith, in spite of their suffering because their suffering 
has the positive effect of proving their faith (vs. 7). In this context, Peter gives this 
command. 


1 Peter 5:9 Peter writes this book to the Christians who have fled from religious 
persecution. In this chapter he addresses the elders in these far-flung churches and 
calls them to be shepherds of God’s flock (vs. 1). They are also told that a great 
reward will be given to them (vs. 4). After giving this command, Peter reminds 
them that God will restore them, after they have suffered for a little while (vs. 10). 


2 Peter 3:18 Peter wrote this book to warn against the foes within the church, 
people that feel they are following God, but in fact they live as if the second 
coming was never going to happen. He starts the book by giving the stepping- 
stones to spiritual maturity (vs. 1:7) Peter also says that doing these things on an 
ongoing basis will make you an effective Christian, and will make sure that you 
never fall away from being a Christian (vs. 8). 

In chapter three, Peter tells how some have scoffed at the idea of a second 
coming, and treated his long suffering as proof that they are right. In verse 3:14 he 
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urges a diligent pursuit of their faith. Before giving this command he urges the 
people to be faithful so they will not be led astray. 


Revelation 3:11 Jesus gives his evaluation of seven churches in chapters 2 and 3. 
This command was included in the evaluation of the church at Philadelphia, a 
church that was characterized by holiness (vs. 10) and a feeling of weakness (vs. 
8). Jesus tells them that he is putting a wonderful opportunity before them (vs. 8), 
and that he will cause those who oppose this church to come, bow down and 
understand that this is a church that God loves (vs. 9). 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Our spiritual life would be raised when talking about 

- living through very tough times 

- how easily some abandon their faith 

- using the heroes of the faith to gain encouragement in the midst of trials 

- how difficulties prove their faith 

- how God will restore them after they have suffered 

- the diligence required in the face of difficulties 

- the difference between what you see with your eyes and what is promised 
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28: COMMANDS ON TALKING 


Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen. 


1 Corinthians 10:10 And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by 
the destroying angel. 


Ephesians 4:31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. 


Ephesians 5:4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which 
are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 


Ephesians 5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing 
and make music in your heart to the Lord, 


Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with 
its practices 


James 1:19, 26 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry... {26} If anyone considers himself 
religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and 
his religion is worthless. 


1 Peter 3:10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 


1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 


give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives us as we speak the way He wants us to speak: 


- you will escape trouble Proverbs 12:13 
- God will protect you Proverbs 14:3 
- you will be like a tree that brings healing Proverbs 15:4 
- your health will be better Proverbs 16:24 
- you will appear wise if you hold our tongue Proverbs 17:28 
- your words will acquit you Matthew 12:37 
- you will grow up into Christ Ephesians 4:15 
- you will love life, and see good days 1 Peter 3:10 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON MY TALKING 
How important are your words to your spiritual development? How important are 
your words for building others up? What kinds of words are helpful for building 
up others; for building your spiritual life? 


Discuss the significance of how we speak in light of: 

“doesn’t keep a tight reign on his tongue ... his religion is worthless” (James 
1:26) “the tongue has the power of life and death” (Proverbs 18:21) 

“The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life...” (Proverbs 15:4) 


What are the harmful things about being quick to speak? How do you learn to be 
slow to speak? Would being slow to speak keep you from speaking foolishly? 


What would it be like to speak in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs? What does 
this mean in terms of memorization of the scriptures? How does this command 
relate to hiding the word of God in our hearts so we won’t sin? 


How harmful is grumbling? Does the fact that grumbling is in the list with lies and 
deceitful speech give more emphasis to the instruction not to grumble? Is it ever 
right to grumble? Can we grumble to God in prayer? What is grumbling? 


What is unwholesome talk? How can it discourage someone? How important is it 
to be an encourager? Discuss the significance of the phrases in Ephesians 4:29 
“according to their needs” and to “benefit those who listen”? 


What is the reason for the hope you have? How does the need to express this 
reason with gentleness and respect limit you? How do you learn to speak with 
gentleness and respect? 

Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON THE WAY CHRISTIANS TALK 


Ephesians 4:29, 31 This section deals with living as children of God. Paul 
describes the way the “aliens” live and says they are darkened in their 
understanding. But the child of God lives by a different standard characterized by 
such things as kindness, compassion, forgiveness, and love. He sums up the 
Christian life by telling them to be an imitator of God. 

He also gives a list of things to get rid of such as lying, anger, giving the 
devil a foothold, stealing, talking in an unwholesome manner, grieving the Holy 
Spirit. In this context, Paul puts this command on talking. 

Paul also tells them not to let the clever words of some people, deceive them 
into thinking they are doing what is right. That is the trap they lived in before, but 
now they have seen the light. He urges them to be careful how they live; to live to 
please the Lord; and to make the most of every opportunity. 


1 Corinthians10:10 Paul reminds them of the benefits that the Children of Israel 
experienced while in the desert, yet God was not pleased with them and they died 
in the desert. He tells them that this is an example for them to learn from. He tells 
them that they should learn not to test the Lord, and not to grumble, which is the 
command of 1 Corinthians10:10 


Ephesians 4:29, 31 see above 


Ephesians 5:4 Paul reminds us of our position in Christ and urges that we live up 
to it. He tells us that God has given the church gifts so that we would be united and 
mature. So, we should be characterized by being kind, compassionate forgiving 
etc. In other words, we should live out the command to be an imitator of God. Paul 
adds some things that we should not do, but the final words before this command is 
his instruction to find out what brings pleasure to God. 


Colossians 3:9 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves in 
chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life 1s “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23, 24). 

This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 


ea 


James 1:19 James tells us that the proper handling and perspective on trials brings 
one to maturity (vs. 2-4). He tells us to ask God for the wisdom to see this (vs. 5) 
and says the one who perseveres through the trial will be blessed (vs. 12). This 
command is given in the midst of this treatment of trials. 


1 Peter 3:10 Peter wrote this letter to those who fled religious persecution. He has 
prayed for them, encouraged them, and challenged them to accept that trials 
strengthen their faith (vs. 1:7). He gives them instructions on how husbands and 
wives are to minister to each other (vs. 1-7) and then gives this command about 
how we are to talk. 


1 Peter 3:15 In addition to the background for verse 10, Peter gives them a 
wonderful promise. He tells them that God is always looking at them, and pays 
attention to their prayers (vs. 12). This command builds on that background. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we talk would be raised when talking about 

- the things where Christians are different than nonchristians 
- how the things we say are very important 

- the challenge to live to bring pleasure to God 

- holy living 

- how to understand trials properly 

- the important steps to gaining spiritual maturity 

- how husbands and wives are to minister to each other 

- how God is always listening to your prayers 
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29: COMMANDS ON THANKFULNESS 


1 Thessalonians 5:18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 


Psalms 95:2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music 
and song. 


Psalms 100:4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give 
thanks to him and praise his name. 


Psalms 107:21-22 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his 
wonderful deeds for men. (22) Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his 
works with songs of joy. 


Ephesians 5:20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 


Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 


Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 


1 Timothy 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone— 


Hebrews 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives thankful people: 


- God will deliver you, and honor you Psalms 50:14-15 
- you will have a proper perspective on trials Psalms 107 

- you will be more contented Philippians 4:6 

- you will worry less Philippians 4:6-7 
- your anticipation of the second coming will increase 1 Thessalonians 5 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON THANKFULNESS 


Think of the following reasons to be thankful to God: 

-for his unfailing love, - for his wonderful deeds, -for everything, -for this is 
God’s will. Can you list 10 other reasons to be thankful to God? To whom do you 
express your thanks? 


How important is your familiarity with God’s past blessings, (your God given 
heritage) to your ability to give thanks. Is it appropriate to thank God for 
something that happened 30 years ago, 50 years ago, 2000 years ago? 


How important is it to come before God with thanksgivings? Where does the 
command to enter his gates with thanksgiving fit? How much do you appreciate 
people being thankful? Could God be the same? 


Heaven is given as a reason to be thankful to God. When was the last time you 
thanked God for heaven? How easy is it to forget to thank God for big and little 
things? 


How is the combination of thanksgiving, prayer and petition, an antidote to 
anxiety? Is there any other antidote? When should you start taking this medicine? 


Does the fact that God has accepted your situation as reasonable, or therapeutic for 
you, give you reason to give thanks in it? Are there other reasons that God might 
have accepted that your situation is the one for you? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON THANKFULNESS 


1 Thessalonians 5:18 This chapter is about the second coming. They are told that 
is will come suddenly and when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul tells them 
that they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were created to live 
with him forever (vs. 9, 10). And they are reminded that God can thoroughly 
sanctify them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In between there 
are several important commands all set in the context of being ready for the second 
coming. 


Psalms 95:2 This command gives the proper way to approach God. This chapter 
tells us that their forefathers did not follow this pattern and God was angry with 
them. 


Psalms 100:4 We are reminded that God is good, He is faithful and He loves. This 
command describes our response to our good, faithful and loving God. 


Psalms 107:21-22 This Psalm describes times of great distress, and difficulty. 
These commands describe the wise response to these challenges. 


Ephesians 5:20 Paul reminds us of our position in Christ and urges that we live up 
to it. He tells us that God has given the church gifts so that we would be united and 
mature. He says such things as kindness, compassion and forgiveness should 
characterize us. In other words, we should live out the command to be an imitator 
of God. Paul adds some things that we should not do, but the final words before 
this command is his instruction to find out what brings pleasure to God. 


Philippians 4:6-7 Paul recognizes that nobody has a perfect life; instead we press 
to the prize of the high calling that Jesus has given us. Paul describes the journey to 
maturity, and tells us that it includes prayer and celebration. This command is 
another essential part of the road to peace. 


Colossians 3:15 & 17 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul 
moves in chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, 
he sets holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life 1s “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23, 24). 

This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 
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1 Timothy 2:1 Paul writes his thankfulness for his own conversion and his 
appointment into the service of God. (1 Timothy 1:12). He also declares that Jesus 
came for that single purpose — to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15) and urges Timothy 
to be faithful to his calling (1 Timothy 1:18). This command includes being 
thankful as an integral part of godly living (1 Timothy 2:2) and of seeking the 
salvation of others (1 Timothy 2:4) 


Hebrews 12:28 This chapter uses the faith hall of fame in the preceding chapter to 
declare the expectation that Christians should follow God with vigor. Vs. 2 says 
Jesus is our example and he endured great hardship. Vs. 7 tells us to recognize 
hardship as the discipline of God. We are told that our part is to work diligently 
with everyone and to be holy (vs. 14). This will lead us to God, the wonderful 
judge of everyone. Concluding the chapter is this command to be thankful. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Being thankful would be raised when talking about 
- the second coming of Jesus 

- the proper way to approach God 

- the proper response to the goodness of God 

- the wise response to times of great distress 

- being united, mature and bringing pleasure to God 
- the essentials of pressing to spiritual maturity 

- holy living 


126 


30: COMMANDS ON OUR THOUGHT LIFE 


Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 


Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 


Colossians 3:1-2 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. {2} Set your minds 


on things above, not on earthly things. 


Colossians 3:8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 


1 Thessalonians 5:16 Be joyful always; 


Hebrews 12:15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 


1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self- 
controlled so that you can pray. 


1 Peter 5:7-8 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. {8} Be self- 


controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as you control your mind: 


- you will be careful to obey God’s precepts Joshua 1:8 

- you will have more insight than all the teachers Psalms 119:99 
- your thoughts will be on things that are right Proverbs 12:5 
- your plans will lead to profit Proverbs 21:5 
- you will know God’s plan Romans 12:2 

- you will be pleased with God’s plan for your life Romans 12:2 

- you will be alert to seeing the grace of God Hebrews 12:15 
- you will be able to pray 1 Peter 4:7 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON MY THOUGHTS 
Give some examples of things that are: -true, -noble, -right, -pure, -lovely, 
admirable, -excellent or -praiseworthy. How often do you think about these 
things? What is the difference between a quick thought and meditating? Are you 
responsible for a fleeting thought? Are you responsible for the thoughts that you 
meditate upon? 


Discuss the connection between our thought life and a transformed life. What 
thought patterns are common in the world? What does it mean to renew your 
mind? How do you renew your mind? How important is it to know God’s good, 
pleasing and perfect will? 


How often do you think of heaven? How does thinking of heaven help you keep 
your priorities straight? Does thinking of heaven answer the “life isn’t fair” idea? 
What would it take to set your mind on heaven? 


What does it take to be joyful in your situation? What is the connection between 
the laws of God and joy (see Psalms 19)? Is joy something that exists in your 
mind? Can you decide to be joyful? Since the joy of the Lord is your strength, how 
strong are you? 


What does bitterness have to do with bad relationships, or with bad memories? 
How does bitterness make someone miss the grace of God? How do you 
encourage a bitter person to accept Jesus as savior? 


How do you cast all your anxieties on Jesus? Is this a quick process? Is it easy to 
pick them up again? What makes it easy to leave them, and what makes it easy to 
pick them up again? 

Write down the area you want to work on. 


128 


CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON OUR THOUGHT LIFE 


Philippians 4:8 Paul recognizes that nobody has a perfect life; instead we press to 
the prize of the high calling that Jesus has given us. The context describes the 
journey to maturity, and tells us that it includes celebrating, prayer and giving 
thanks. This command is another essential part of the road to peace. 


Romans 12:2 This command is preceded by the thought that reasonable worship 
consists of making several ongoing sacrifices of which this is the first. The second 
living sacrifice is to give up the usual measures of success and measure yourself by 
the faith you exercise (Romans 12:3-8). The nine living sacrifices that we are 
expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Colossians 3:1-2 & 8 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul 
moves in chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, 
he sets holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life 1s “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- All our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23, 24). 

These commands are some of the true standards for holy living. 


1 Thessalonians 5:16 This chapter is about the second coming. They are told that 
it will come suddenly and when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul tells them 
that they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were created to live 
with him forever (vs. 9, 10). And they are reminded that God can thoroughly 
sanctify them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In between there 
are several important commands all set in the context of being ready for the second 
coming. 


Hebrews 12:15 This chapter uses the faith hall of fame in the preceding chapter to 
declare the expectation that Christians should follow God with vigor. Vs. 2 says 
Jesus is our example and he endured great hardship. Vs. 7 tells us to recognize 
hardship as the discipline of God. Before giving this command we are told to work 
diligently and to be holy (vs. 14) 


1 Peter 4:7 This book was written to people who fled religious persecution and 
God gave them his favor in order to bring them to a strong faith. Peter reminds 
them that Jesus also suffered and he challenges the people to have the same attitude 
as Jesus (vs. 1). This is the setting in which Peter gives this command. 
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1 Peter 5:7-8 Peter writes this book to the Christians who have fled from religious 
persecution. In this chapter he addresses the elders in these far-flung churches and 
calls them to be shepherds of God’s flock (vs. 1). They are also told that a great 
reward will be given to them (vs. 4). After giving this command, Peter reminds 
them that God will restore them, after they have suffered for a little while (vs. 10) 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

How we think would be raised when talking about 

- the essential on the pathway to spiritual maturity 

- the living sacrifices expected of everyone 

- how we can know, and be pleased with, God’s will for our lives 

- holy living 

- the second coming of Jesus 

- the importance of vigorously following Jesus even in times of difficulty 
- the responsibility of leadership to shepherd the flock of God 
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31: COMMANDS ON UNITY 


1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, 
love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 


Genesis 11:6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they 
have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 


Psalms 133:1 A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in unity! 


Proverbs 19:11 A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook 
an offense. 


Romans 14:19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to 
mutual edification. 


Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a 
spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, {6} so that with one 
heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you 
and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 


2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my 
appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 


Philippians 2:2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 


Philippians 3:16-17 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. {17} 


Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who 
live according to the pattern we gave you. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives when there is unity: 


- nothing will be impossible for you Genesis 11:6 

- your setting will be good and pleasant Psalms 133:1 

- God commands a blessing there Psalms 133: 3 

- the God of love and peace will be with you 2 Corinthians 13:11 
- you will brings joy to others Philippians 2:1-2 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON UNITY 


Describe a time when you have been in a place where unity is abundant and free. 
How appropriate was the phrase “how good and pleasant” to that situation? What 
are the challenges to unity? How valuable is unity in a home, a church, a work 
environment, a recreational activity ... ? 


Discuss how the instruction to: be sympathetic, love as_ brothers, be 
compassionate, and be humble (1 Peter 3:8) and; God given endurance and 
encouragement (Romans 15:5) are necessary so that we can live in harmony? 
Which is most important? Is there anything else that is required? Describe some 
things you have endured for the sake of unity. Looking back on this time, are you 
glad you endured? 


Discuss how important to unity it is that one be willing to overlook an offense. 
How severe an offense should be overlooked? Can overlooking an offense sow 
seeds of disunity? What does it mean to overlook an offense? 


Discuss the importance of unity in light of “so that with one heart and mouth you 
may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Discuss the 
importance of unity in light of “then nothing they plan will be impossible for 
them.” 


How important is the phrase “And the God of love and peace will be with you.”? 
Can you expect this without a spirit of unity? Why would it bring joy to Paul if he 
saw unity in the church at Philppi? How important is our unity to God? 


The only people God hates are those who stir up dissension (Proverbs 6:19). How 
is dissension stirred up? What can you do to stop it? What sacrifices might you 
have to make to ensure unity? Is it necessary that the other people make a similar 
sacrifice? Are the sacrifices worth it? 

Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON UNITY 


1 Peter 3:8 Peter wrote this letter to those who fled religious persecution. He has 
prayed for them, and encouraged them; and challenged them to accept that trials 
strengthen their faith (vs. 1:7). He gives them instructions on how husbands and 
wives are to minister to each other (vs. 1-7) and tells them to be careful about how 
they talk (vs. 8). This command on unity builds on that background. 


Genesis 11:6 This is the story of the tower of Babel. The people made a decision 
to build a tower to the sky. This verse is God’s comment on that effort. 


Proverbs 19:11 Before this proverb there is one that says the one who gets 
wisdom loves his own soul (vs. 8). Verse 13 says that a foolish son brings his 
father ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping (vs. 13) 


Psalms 133:1 This psalm is dedicated to the thought that God places his blessings 
where there is unity. 


Romans 14:19 Preceding this command is the call to make a sacrifice of the option 
to focus on our wants and put effort into actively loving others. (Romans 13:8-14). 
Chapter 15 urges us to give up limiting ourselves to a close circle of friends and 
actively seek to be a friend to Christians who are weaker in their faith. The nine 
living sacrifices that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


Romans 15:5-6 The background of this command is the call to sacrifice for the 
sake of someone who is weaker in his or her faith. We are told to do things that 
support the faith of those around us. The nine living sacrifices that we are expected 
to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Corinthians 1:10 Paul affirms this church for the way God has enriched them. 
They have knowledge, spiritual gifts and they are eager for Christ to be revealed to 
the people around them. Paul also tells them that our Lord Jesus called them into 
fellowship and He is faithful and will keep them until the end. This command on 
unity builds on that context. 


2 Corinthians 13:11 Paul expresses his concern that he will discover that there is 
quarreling and jealousy in the church. He also suggests that many in the church 
may not have truly repented of their sins. This command on being of one mind is 
his response to this challenge. 
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Philippians 2:2 Paul lays out some of the blessings that naturally flow to a 
believer. He reminds them of the encouragement they receive from being made 
one with Jesus. He reminds them of the comfort and the love of Jesus gives to 
them. He reminds them of the warmth they sense from experiencing the 
compassion of Jesus. This command on unity is part of what the normal response 
should be in the light of these blessings. Paul continues by telling them that this 
unity will bring joy to his heart. 


Philippians 3:16-17 Paul challenges the church to be more dedicated than he is. 
Then he describes his dedication by saying that he has put aside everything that 
might be seen as for his benefit so that he would know Christ better. This 
discussion on dedication is the background for this command on unity. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Unity would be raised when talking about 

- how to live in the face of persecution 

- the limits of what people can accomplish 

- receiving the blessing of life forevermore 

- the living sacrifices every Christian is expected to make 
- the help we are to give to those who are weak in the faith 
- the way God enriches a church 

- the need to get rid of quarrelling and jealousy in the church 
- the normal response to the blessings of God 

- the challenge to be very dedicated to the work of God 
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32: COMMANDS ON WORRY 


Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 


Psalms 37:1 Of David. Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who 
do wrong; 


Psalms 37:7-8 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret 
when men succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes. {8} 
Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret--it leads only to evil. 


Proverbs 3:25-26 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the 
wicked, {26} for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from 
being snared. 

Proverbs 24:19-20 Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked, 
{20} for the evil man has no future hope, and the lamp of the wicked will be 


snuffed out. 


Ecclesiastes 11:10 So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the 
troubles of your body, for youth and vigor are meaningless. 


Matthew 6:25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important 


than food, and the body more important than clothes? 


Matthew 6:31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?’ or "What shall we 
drink?’ or 'What shall we wear?' 


Matthew 6:34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 


Matthew 10:31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 


1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings God gives as we handle worry well: 
- you will have the assurance that the Lord goes with you Deuteronomy 31:6 


- God will never leave you nor forsake you Deuteronomy 31:6 
- you will be sustained by God Psalms 55:22 

- God will come to save you Isaiah 35:4 

- you will enjoy the peace of God Philippians 4:6-7 

- God will care for you 1 Peter 5:7 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON WORRY 


How effective are prayer and petition with thanksgiving as an antidote to 
worrying? How long does this remedy last? Can you use this remedy again and 
again? 


How effective is knowing that God will never leave us nor forsake us, as an 
antidote to worrying? Is it easy to remember this remedy in times of distress? Is it 
important to be your “brother’s keeper” when it comes to worry? 


Discuss the areas that we are told to be careful not to worry about: anything, evil 
men, the success of wicked schemes, sudden disaster, the need for food drink and 
clothing, and tomorrow,. What areas are you free to worry about? 


Do you feel in control of whether you worry or not? What makes worry get out of 
control? What brings it under your control? Do you have to do this on your own? 


How does the command to banish anxiety from your heart encourage you? How 
do you banish anxiety? 


Think of some verses of scripture, that you can recite to yourself when thoughts of 
worry come your way? (Try this with the commands to have faith) How valuable 
have you found God’s promises in combating worry? How important is it to 
memorize the scriptures? 


In what way would the rod and staff of God comfort you, (Psalms. 23)? Can you 
sense the comforting of God without having submitted to his discipline? In what 


way does the law bring freedom (James 1:25) 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON WORRY 


Philippians 4:6-7 Paul recognizes that nobody has a perfect life; instead he tells us 
to press to the prize of the high calling that Jesus has given us. The context 
describes the journey to maturity, and tells us that it includes celebrating, prayer 
and giving thanks. This command is another essential part of the road to peace. 


Psalms 37:1 & 7-8 These commands are an expression of the theme of this chapter 
which is that ‘As we patiently trust in God, the wicked will be dealt with and the 
righteous vindicated.’ 


Proverbs 3:25-26 Before giving this command, the writer declares that you will 
sleep without being afraid if you keep good judgments and have discernment. It 
also declares that these will keep you from being tripped up by the events of life. 


Proverbs 24:19-20 Before giving this command, the writer tells us not to harm a 
righteous person, for he will survive every attack. The writer also tells us not to 
gloat when harm comes to your enemies, or to rejoice if he makes a mistake that 
hurts him. We are also told in this section that the wicked will be judged. 


Ecclesiastes 11:10 This book declares that most challenges that people undertake 
such as pursuing happiness, wealth or working hard are really meaningless. The 
future is better if you are generous without expecting immediate returns. 


Matthew 6:25, 31 & 34 Jesus delivers this sermon to his disciples. He tells them 
that they can’t serve two masters. So store up your treasures in heaven and rely on 
the fact that our heavenly master knows what we need. Jesus said that God displays 
his provisions by the way he looks after the birds. The challenge given is to put 
your best energies into God’s kingdom and God says He will look after your 
interests. 


Matthew 10:31 The disciples are sent out in pairs with authority over demons. 


They return after seeing the power of God displayed through them and are amazed. 
This command follows from that experience. 
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1 Peter 5:7 Peter writes this book to the Christians who have fled from religious 
persecution. In this chapter he addresses the elders in these far-flung churches and 
calls them to be shepherds of God’s flock (vs. 1). They are also told that a great 
reward will be given to them (vs. 4). After giving this command, Peter reminds 
them that God will restore them, after they have suffered for a little while (vs. 10). 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

Worry would be raised when talking about 

- the essentials of pressing to spiritual maturity 
- how the wicked are dealt with by God 

- how the righteous are vindicated by God 

- the benefits of good judgments and discernment 
- how to react when your enemy suffers defeat 

- how meaningless most pursuits really are 

- how God knows what you need 

- the assurance that God will back you 

- how leaders are to shepherd the people of God 
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33: COMMANDS ON ZEAL-- WORK ETHIC 


Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 
the Lord, not for men, 


1 Chronicles 28:9 "And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your 
father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the 
LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If 
you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you 
forever. 


2 Chronicles 19:9 He gave them these orders: "You must serve faithfully and 
wholeheartedly in the fear of the LORD. 


Romans 12:11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord. 


1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 


2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, 
brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according 
to the teaching you received from us. {7} For you yourselves know how you ought 
to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, {8} nor did we 
eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, 
laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. {9} We did 
this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make 
ourselves a model for you to follow. {10} For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." {11} We hear that 
some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. {12} Such 
people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the 
bread they eat. {13} And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 
{14} If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. 
Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. {15} Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 


Hebrews 6:12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who 
through faith and patience inherit what has been promised 
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VICTORY PATHWAY 


Discuss the blessings of God as we work at things with our whole heart: 


- the children will appreciate their heritage 1 Chronicles 28:8-9 

- part of turning back to God 2 Chronicles19:9 

- diligence leads to having authority Proverbs 12:24 

- your desires will be fully satisfied Proverbs 13:4 

- your plans will lead to prosperity Proverbs 21:5 

- your life will be more holy Colossians 3:23 

- the message of Christ will spread more effectively 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 
- your hope for heaven will become more real Hebrews 6:12 


DISCOVER THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE ON ZEAL 


Discuss the difference between working for men and working for God. How 
should the idea that everything you do is really done for the Lord, make a 
difference in how you perform your tasks — at home, at work, at church, etc? 


How does the fact that Joshua and Caleb were allowed into the Promised Land 
because of their wholeheartedness (Numbers 32:11-12) challenge you? What 
effort might Joshua and Caleb have had to make to be wholehearted? 


Compare zeal with wholeheartedness. What illustrates the value God puts on doing 
things with our whole heart? Describe some things you do with zeal? What 
responsibility do we have to those who are less than wholehearted? How do you 
encourage the timid? What role does the fear of the LORD play in being 
wholehearted? 


How easy is it to be patient with someone who isn’t pulling his or her weight? 
Why should you be patient? Does this apply in the work place, in the home, in the 
church? Are there areas where it is difficult to be patient for very long? 


How do you decide when it is right to be patient, and when it is right to keep away 
from every brother who is idle? What does keep away involve if we are still to 
warn them and not treat them as an enemy? 

How is the combination of doing things through faith and patience the opposite of 
being lazy? Are they the ingredients of zeal? Are there other ingredients? What do 
you do to keep your spiritual fervor high? 


Write down the area you want to work on. 
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CONTEXT OF THE COMMANDS ON OUR ZEAL OR WORK ETHIC 


Colossians 3:23 Having put down the false standards for holiness, Paul moves in 
chapter 3 to establish the true standards for holy living. As he does this, he sets 
holy living in the context of five fundamental principles: 

- we have been raised with Christ (vs. 1) 

- Jesus is coming again for those whose life 1s “hidden in God” (vs. 3, 4) 

- God’s wrath will be poured out (vs. 6) 

- God dearly loves everyone and expects us to be holy (vs. 11, 12) 

- all our work is done for the Lord, and he will reward us for it (vs. 23, 24). 

This command is one of the true standards for holy living. 


1 Chronicles 28:9 David called all the officials together to explain the plans for 
building the temple that the Lord had given him. He told them how God had 
selected him as king and Solomon as the future king. He charged them to be 
careful to obey all the commands of the LORD, so you can pass on this heritage for 
years to come. This command is part of the instructions God inserted into this 
setting. 


2 Chronicles 19:9 Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, had experienced some really 
trying times. Contrary to the will of God, he had helped Ahab, king of Israel in 
battle. Ahab was killed and Jehu, the seer, told Jehoshaphat that now the wrath of 
God was on him. Jehoshaphat’s response was to go from town to town, turning the 
people back to God. This command is part of the instructions he gave the people. 
Later, the people of Moab and Ammon attacked Judah, and Jehoshaphat let the 
people in a magnificent victory. 


Romans 12:11 Surrounding this command is the call to sacrifice the option to 
relate to others in a shallow way, and to replace it with a wholehearted 
commitment to each other (Romans 12:9-10, 15-16). The nine living sacrifices 
that we are expected to make are described in Romans 12 - 15. 


1 Thessalonians 5:14 This chapter is about the second coming. They are told that 
it will come suddenly when people don’t expect it (vs. 2, 3). Paul tells them that 
they are not created to suffer God’s wrath, but rather they were created to live with 
him forever (vs. 9, 10). And they are reminded that God can thoroughly sanctify 
them so they will be ready for the second coming (vs. 23) In between there are 
several important commands all set in the context of being ready for the second 
coming. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 Paul asks for prayer that the message will spread quickly 
(vs. 1, 2). He prays that the Lord will direct them to persevere (vs. 5). Then Paul 
gives them this extended warning against idleness (vs. 6-15). He also challenges 
the people to treat those who are idle as brothers, but firmly so that they will 
understand the warning (vs. 14, 15). 


Hebrews 6:12 This chapter starts with the challenge to press on to spiritual 
maturity (vs. 1) and in vs. 10 it says that God will remember all the work and acts 
of love that are done. Before giving this command, the readers are reminded be 
diligent to the very end, because that will make your hope of heaven sure. 


SUMMARY OF THESE SETTINGS 

One’s work ethic would be raised when talking about 
- holy living 

- the care needed in the building of the temple of God 
- the effort required to turn back to God 

- the living sacrifices expected of every Christian 

- the second coming of Jesus 

- the need for the message of Jesus to spread quickly 
- how God remembers every action we do 
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APPENDIX 


THE COMMANDS FOR OTHER SELECTED SETTINGS 


Several commands are given in the same or similar settings so, collecting 
these commands yields a picture of what is important for that particular pursuit 
For example, when the subject of being truly holy comes up, one is likely to 
receive instruction on several topics including getting rid of anger, the importance 
of relating well to the poor, the things we think about, etc. Looking at these topics 
gives an important picture of the issues that go into the pursuit of genuine holiness. 
This appendix gathers the commands for five challenges of great interest. 


COMMANDS GIVEN IN A CONTEXT OF HOLINESS 


dealing with anger Colossians 3:8 2 Timothy 2:23-25 


attitude to the poor 
brotherly love 
forgiveness 
hospitality 
humility 
relationships 
spiritual life 
the way we talk 
being thankful 
thought life 
work ethic 


Leviticus19:15 
Leviticus19:18 
Colossians 3:13 
Deuteronomy 10:19 
Colossians 3:12 
Colossians 3:12-13 
Revelation 3:11 
Colossians 3:19 
Colossians 3:15, 17 
Colossians 3:1-2 & 8 
Colossians 3:23 


COMMANDS GIVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF HEAVEN 


our attitude to the pastor 
brotherly love 
celebrating 

dealing with anger 
being an encourager 
forgiveness 
generosity 

living 

thankful 

thought life 

work ethic 
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
Matthew 19:19 
Revelation 19:7 

Titus 1:7 

1 Thessalonians 5:12, 14 
Luke 17:3-4 

1 Timothy 6:17-18 

1 Thessalonians 5:8 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 

1 Thessalonians 5:16 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 


Malachi 3:10-11 


COMMANDS GIVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF HANDLING TRIALS 


attitude to God 
anger 
brotherly love 
celebrate 

faith 
faithfulness 
praise & worship 
righteousness 
talking 
thankful 
thought life 
spiritual life 


unity 


Proverbs 19:23 
James 1:19-20 
John 13:34, 35 
Psalms 118:24 
2 Timothy 2:22 
Revelation 2:10 
Luke 4:8 

James 1:22 


Ephesians 5:4-19 James 1:19 1 Peter 3:10 


Psalms 107 
1 Peter 4:7 
1 Peter 1:14-15 
1 Peter 3:8 


COMMANDS GIVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF SACRIFICES 


brotherly love 
celebrate 
dealing with the poor 
encourage 
faithfulness 
forgiveness 
generosity 
hospitality 
humility 
judging 
prayer 
righteousness 
relationship 
thought life 
unity 


work ethic 


Romans 12:9-16 
Romans 15:10 
Romans 12:3 
Romans 12:8 
Romans 12:12 
Romans 12:19-21 
Romans 12:13 
Romans 12:13 
Romans 12:16 
Romans 14:1 
Romans 12:12 
Romans 12:13 
Romans 14:1 & 15 
Romans 12:2 
Romans 14:19 
Romans 12:11 


Romans 15:6 


1 Thessalonians 3:12 
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COMMANDS GIVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF WITNESSING 


anger Ephesians 4:26-27 
brotherly love Luke 6:27 

dealing with the poor Isaiah 58:6- 7 

faith Matthew 6:25 
humility Titus 3:1-2 

justice Micah 6:8 
obedience to God Matthew 28:19-20 
prayer Matthew 6:5-6 
spiritual life Philippians 2:12 
unity 2 Corinthians 13:11 
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OTHER BOOKS BY Dr. Ken Gaglardi 


THE MIRACLES OF LIVING WATERS This booklet details the 
many miracles that occurred as Ken led in the construction of the new 
Living Waters Assembly in Fort Langley BC. The million dollar 
construction was undertaken by a vote of 14 to 1 and five years after the 
beginning of construction, the debt was less than $90,000. 


LIVING IN OVERWHELMING VICTORY This 145 page book 
picks up on the lavish promise of Psalm 1 that as we delight in the 
statutes of God we will become like a tree planted by rivers of water, 
whose leaf does not whither, bears fruit regularly, and prospers in 
whatever he does. The book gives the statutes or commands of God 
collected from throughout the Bible on 33 different topics. It also 
highlights the wonderful blessings God gives as we obey these 
commands, blessings to encourage us to trust more completely. This 
book is written to be used in small groups or for personal devotions. 


MINISTRY BEGINS AT HOME This book builds on the idea that 
everything God asks us to do is ministry. We don’t work for God, we 
minister for him, and this ministry begins at home. Our loving God tells 
us how to respond to a spouse, how to relate to a parent, and how the 
parents are to relate to the children. These instructions are the ministry 
job descriptions, and in every case, they minister to a very significant 
need in the other members of our family. God created us with needs, 
and then he created special people to minister to those needs. Noone 
else can meet those needs like the special family member God accepts 
and calls to minister on his behalf. 


KEY VERSES TO OPEN LIFE’S CLOSED DOORS This book 
identifies over 30 verses that hold the key to opening doors that seem to 
be securely locked. Like the key of encouragement which opens the 
door that lets hope come in and displace the selfishness that was there. 
It also softens the stronghold that temptation can have on someone you 
know, and give you the confidence that freedom is on its way. 
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TOPICAL STUDY OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS Proverbs is a 
very practical book that deals with the everyday issues of life (and 
dying). This book looks at fifteen topics and gives the passages in 
Proverbs that relate to each along with study questions making it 
suitable for a home group. A Biblical description of success is given as 
well, since success is one of the topics, 


OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES OF JESUS Sixty prophecies of 
Jesus are identified. The book gives the Old Testament prophetic verses 
and the verses in the New Testament that shows their fulfillment. This 
is done without commentary. 


THE BURDENS OF GOD, GIVEN TO TEACH US TO PRAY This 
book identifies the five great burdens of God with the invitation to make 
them our burdens. We learn to pray as we accept these burdens. It is 
written in a home study format with a teachers edition as well as a 
student copy. 


PASTORAL PRAYERS OF PAUL This home study starts with a 
listing of the prayers of Paul and then looks at the features of God that 
Paul highlights, his prayers of thanksgiving, those he makes for the 
reader, those he makes for evangelization and finally those he makes for 
himself 


THIS IS LOVE This 19 page booklet uses each of the fifteen 
characteristics of love given in | Corinthians 13 to show how God loves 
us, how we can love God and then how to love one another. 


LOVE IS PATIENT This is the first of a series on the fifteen attributes 
of love. It is written to be used for individual or group study. 
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CHECK BOOKS Each of the nine booklets in this series consist of 
verses of scripture without commentary. The titles are: “The Prayers 


of Paul’; “Verses of Instruction”; “Verses to Give Assurance of God's 
Love”; “Verses to Inspire Faith’; “Verses to Inspire Faith to be 
Healed”; “Verses to Inspire Giving Thanks”; “Verses to Inspire 
Hope”; “Verses to Inspire Reverence for God”; and “Verses to 


Encourage Volunteers” 


NOW THAT YOU BELIEVE This discipleship study guide is based 
on | Peter 1:5-10. It takes you through these seven steps to a maturing 
faith with the confidence that “If you do these things, you will never 
fall 1 Peter 1:10” 


MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE A short explanation of the layout, 
characters and message of the Bible. 


SIGNIFICANCE AND YOUR NOTHING BOX The desire 
of everyone is to be significant. This short essay provides hope for that 
to occur. 


FREE ACCESS TO THESE RESOURCES 


All these books can be read or freely downloaded from Dr. Ken 
Gaglardi’s website www.loveandobedience.org You can 
communicate with Ken via that website and you can use it to purchase 
rd copies of most of the books. 
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